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Some facts about the 21st June diocesan celebration
· Up to 4.800 came to Brighton Centre. Wrist bands were sold out a week before. 
· 53 coaches unloaded back and front of Brighton Centre

· No one was turned away but staff once threatened to close the doors saying the Centre’s capacity was almost exceeded
· 15 teams served management, liturgy, music, stewarding, children’s activities, exhibitions, VIP hospitality, prayer ministry, confession, outreach and technical provision

· An estimated 150 volunteers were involved in the day

· The collection will be around £13.000 after gift aid reclamation. This means a good donation will go to Off The Fence once all expenses are covered

· A team of evangelists worked all day at the Hove Peace Statue with drummers, puppeteers and live interviews
· 3.000 to 4.000 Anglicans processed along Brighton promenade to the Peace Statue for the final blessing

· 201 benefices, 69% of the 293 total, presented their Mission Action Plans to the bishops

· 150 photo sets and church aspirations were displayed

· 150 took part in the children’s activities

· There were 30 exhibitions
· Scott Melhuish was interviewed about how he found God at Easter Eucharist in St. Symphorian, Durrington
· A diocesan faith sharing website www.face2faith.co.uk was launched and is already gaining attention

· To remind participants they belong together Archbishop Sentamu got everyone to turn to their neighbour and say ‘I can’t live without you’!

· Bishop Graham James said we’ve got to be willing to be fired up and blown about by the Holy Spirit

· Bishop John blessed 4.000 from the top of a Hope 08 bus
· The day ended with Bishop George Bell’s hymn ‘Christ is the King’ and three cheers for the Diocese of Chichester 
Some feedback on Caritas 08
May I on behalf of Eastbourne Chapter express our very great thanks…and the very substantial sense of approval for the event that was shared across the different church traditions. Revd Robert Lovatt (Rural Dean of Eastbourne)  

While some of the language and theology differ from Quaker ways, I found the experience very moving, and still felt on a spiritual high when I attended a very different form of worship the next day. David Hitchin (Religious Society of Friends)

It was a wonderful occasion, with plenty to treasure. I know that all who came with me from our parishes found it an excellent day. That was due not just to the quality of the speakers, but also to the outstanding organisation. Revd. David Beal (Itchingfield with Slinfold)
I really enjoyed the day and was able to benefit personally from the worship - I am now physically worn out (as I'm sure, are you!), but my soul has been fed.

Sue O’Donoghue (Deaf signer for Caritas 08)

I thought it was outstandingly good and well worth all the effort, prayerful planning and heartache. Revd. Phil Moon (Rural Dean of Hove)

It was certainly a day that I remember as a great highlight in my life!
Julie Tassell (District Councillor, Funtington Ward)

Jesus was glorified throughout the day Ron Bradford (Church Army)

It was a great day overall and the value of so many local people gathered in Brighton and making such a ‘fuss’ is something few groups or churches could achieve. Ian Chisnall (County ecumenical officer)
I, humbly, join you in praising and thanking God for the great testimony of faith in Sussex that was evident at the Brighton Centre on 21st June! So hearty congratulations for your loving and generous organisation of the event and we pray along with you: “Father, Your Kingdom Come!” Revd Sebastian Mattapally (Kirdford)
A good number were prayed for and a lot of people enjoyed the puppets, the drummers and dancers and I know of at least one person who gave their life to Christ. We now continue to pray that God, through the power of His Spirit will continue to disturb those who received the literature and were spoken to, that they come at last to the place where all restless hearts find their peace.
Captain Gordon Banks CA (Diocesan Evangelist)

It was a most moving, enjoyable and spiritual experience.  I feel privileged to have been involved.  A treasure trove of memories, ideas and resources.
Revd Paul Welch (Storrington Rural Dean)

We greatly enjoyed participating in Caritas and were impressed by the excellent arrangements. Thank you for all you did to make the day a success and especially for bearing the enormous administrative and spiritual burden involved. Roger & Eileen Scofield (Horsham)

As the Archbishop of York said "I do like to be beside the seaside"

and so did the nine of us from Lynchmere and Camelsdale. The Midhurst Deanery filled two coaches at 8am, the Rural Dean said a Pilgrim's prayer to protect us and had a jolly ride through lovely Sussex…we were impressed with the red vestments, the procession with the flag wavers and banners for each deanery. We enjoyed seeing the Diocesan Bishop waving from the top of the bus...We were sorry that John Sentamu was not wearing his sky diving outfit but at least he told us about it!  Michael Tibbs (Lynchmere)
