Catholic Evangelism

Is Christocentric - Being Catholic means being in a particular relationship with Christ.  It is about the Church in relationship to him.  It is about union with Christ, about incorporation into him; about the restoration of all things; it is about our common life, about our interdependence as Christians and as human beings (Charles Smith)

Is Anglican: The Anglican Church is committed not to a vague position wherein the Evangelical and the Catholic views are alternatives, but to the Scriptural faith wherein both elements are one.

 (Michael Ramsey)

1. Principle before Practice

Catholic Evangelism starts from principle, from the truth about being and about God, before it is pragmatic, that is, concerned to ask ‘what works?’ It starts and continues with an eye to basic principle it ends up being very adaptable to circumstances, quite varied. This is countercultural.  

Catholic concern for tradition recognises the true momentum of mission in the 'handing on' eg of the facts about Jesus and the Eucharist (cf 1 Corinthians).  Since God has made the world his Tradition will engage with people where they are and their deepest longings. 'Tradition is not something to which we have to be faithful but in which we have to be faithful' Bishop John Hind.  We serve truth and people, serving neither when we reduce truth to something only evident in situations.

It is God who establishes us…our sufficiency is of God 2 Corinthians 1:21a, 3:5b

Surveys indicate that for Churches to grow they need to be both friendly and principled. 

The Catholic tradition ideally holds this balance - one that is generous and inclusive in respect of people whilst holding faithfully to principle - to the exclusive claims of revealed Christianity.

It is the firmness about handing on the teaching of the Church through the ages and not fashioable opinion that helps point people beyond a local congregation towards the universality of the Church and her apprehension of the truth of God.

People are viewing Buddhism as more serious about truth and more 'hands on' about spirituality than Anglicanism - which is why a resurgence of the Catholic emphasis is so important.

2. Presence before Appearance

Our age has an obsession with images and appearances to the forsaking of presence and reality. People are running away from themselves at the deeper level as they are carried away in the flow of  trivia...the power of the media is such as to have drawn us out into a fantasy world which draws out our energies of attention only to dull them and control them...In the end the most effective and trustable witness is the integrity of individual presence. John O'Donohue.  

A bottom liner for evangelism and a top liner for Catholic evangelism is this - religion is caught and not taught. It’s contextual before its textual.

Eg. When you bump into someone something of them spills over you...

Christianity is about an ever fuller realisation of the Lords Presence in our lives - with Jesus there is always more and it is often holy lives we encounter that encourage us to seek a closer walk with him. No amount of teaching, however enriched by the multimedia resources we now enjoy in our culture, can replace that of direct experience of the wonder of being and presence in Christ.

The Real Presence of Christ in his Church is a central theme of Catholic teaching.

The parish system of the Church of England, however unfashionable, helps bring the presence of Christ to this land.

My own testimony of finding the Lord's presence at St. Mary Magdalene's in Oxford.

The growth of St Wilfrith, Moorends during the miners' strike; The Welcoming Church project at St. Luke, Coventry.

3. Being before Doing

Religion is concerned with the two great mysteries in life - God and the self - and their coming together.

Christianity is concerned to witness the mysterious reality of Jesus Christ who unites human nature with divinity, who opens up a vision of God and a vision of ourselves as we should and can be.

The Catholic tradition within Christianity is concerned for the fullness and wholeness of being to be found in Jesus Christ and in the lives of those united with him in his Church. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority Col 2:9-10

Catholic Evangelism starts from how Christ illuminates the nature of our being and of God himself before it moves on to consider right action.

Padre Pablo ‘to be a Christian you have first of all to be human’ cf Irenaus.

Yet a summary of the Decade of Evangelism could be headed 'grace under pressure'!  The priest with ‘I am a human being, not a human doing’ over his desk 

Mother Teresa ‘it's not how much we do that matters, but how much love we put into the action’

Being the Church better means cultivating an atmosphere which makes for human flourishing. 

Relaxed Christians, relaxed priests are going to be better witnesses to a Christianity that fulfils our humanity rather than stifles it. 

To rediscover ‘the unforced rhythms of grace’ a certain spaciousness is required in parish programmes.

As being precedes doing, so in a sense does our worship precede our mission cf The Catholic Faith is this - we worship…Athanasian Creed.

4. Evolution before Revolution

Catholic Evangelism is less about 'reshaping the Church' than about 'being the Church better'. 

The principles of cohesion and continuity are vital principles which defy innovation whilst promoting renewal and genuine growth and development.

It is wisely said that within the Christian Tradition there are no new truths, only old ones whose continual rediscovery lead us deeper and deeper.

The distinction between the substance of the Faith and its formulation is a Catholic principle which encourages diversity and adaptability from a canon of essentials. 

The flourishing of diverse, local liturgies in the universal Church links to a basic liturgical confidence within the Great Tradition

Eg Common Worship is a welcome resource best used when there is clarity about the nature of  the Eucharistic celebration.

Plainchant, hymns and choruses, bands and organs, speech, drama and dance can all take their place in the imaginative expression of worship 

5. Reasoned before Emotive

Although the Catholic tradition appeals to the senses in its worship its essential appeal is to human reason - as in the great dogmatic and doctrinal definitions - in evoking faith.  Catholic tradition sees evangelisation as hand in hand with dialogue, with both faith and reason having power to lift people up to God.

Catholic evangelism steers people away from both fundamentalism and rationalism through catechesis, a leading into the accumulated wisdom and richness of the Christian tradition.

Apologetics sets forth the reasonable claims of the Faith.  As C.S.Lewis wrote, Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no importance, and, if true, of infinite importance.  The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.

Christian confidence has its basis both in the Holy Spirit and in the reasonableness and coherence of Christian believing.

