How certain is Christian believing?
If you have your truth and I have mine how do you find an authority that will decide between us? This is the dilemma of our age called relativism, the view that all perspectives of truth are relative to the individual that holds them. A contradiction is immediately apparent. Such relativism has to exclude claims to absolute truth like that within Christianity. 
Irrespective of this philosophical debate, how do Christians defend the certainty they hold about Jesus the way the truth and the life (John 14v6) in a relativistic age?

To be certain about something, or to hold an attitude of certitude, is to be utterly convinced of it without a doubt. One analogy for certitude of faith is given by Jesus when he asks his hearers to imagine the most trustworthy of parents, whose integrity they would never doubt, and to make a leap of the mind towards God. If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! (Luke 11v13).

If the best of mortal beings can be trusted 99% of the time immortal Love can be trusted with certitude. So the most popular biblical definition of faith within the letter to the Hebrews 11v1b speaks of certainty about things invisible. In Christianity God, though unseen, is to be trusted with certitude you could stake your life upon.  
This certitude derives from the so-called Christian revelation. Everything within Christianity stands or falls upon faith that God who is truth has spoken to humankind and revealed to them insight bearing his own certain authority. This revelation is in the person of Jesus Christ, second person of the blessed Trinity, who is God revealed in flesh. Through the writings of scripture and the Holy Spirit operating in his church this revelation holds authority to this day among Christians. 
Christian certitude rests on faith but also on reason. The certain and reasonably attained facts that we exist, we fall short and we die and that Christ came to die and rise again are at the foundation of Christianity alongside the revelation that God has given us…his precious and very great promises so that through them (we) may escape from the corruption that is in the world… and may become participants in the divine nature (2 Peter 1v4).

This wondrous revelation has been entrusted by the same Lord to his church along with certain authority.  I will build my church Jesus says and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it (Matthew 16v18b) for when the Spirit of truth comes, he will lead you into all truth (John 16v13a). 

John Henry Newman was able to write I hold in veneration, for the love of Christ alone, holy church as his creation and her teaching as his own.  There is something over simple in the last phrase. Does Christian certainty extend to every article of church dogma? And which church? In the wake of the reformation Anglican writer Richard Hooker was content to write of areas of Christian truth that he saw as being dubious. Christian divisions have led to something of a hierarchy of certitude in which beliefs held across all Christian traditions are often seen as prior to those held by one part of the church, such as the perpetual virginity of Mary or the restriction of baptism to adults. Where there is Christian consensus on belief or practice there is resonance with the certitude of the early church council where teaching was presented with confidence when it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us [the apostles and elders] (Acts 15v28)  

To hold certitude of faith as a Christian is to hold that God has revealed himself with finality in Jesus Christ and that he has entrusted to his church all that is needful for the salvation of the world. Just as the scriptures have difficult passages which do not obstruct their main purpose to instruct us for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 3v15) so the church of the living God, the pillar and bulwark of the truth (1 Timothy 3v15b) is also a human institution that is flawed not least by her historical divisions and disagreements. Certain belief that the scriptures and the church are instruments of salvation is based on the authority they bear from God to convey his saving purpose and this despite their human limitations. 

The bright note of certitude held by Christians about the faith and order of Christian tradition is dulled by the evidence of sin and division in the institutional church. The church has been likened to a crucible for the molten gold of Christ whose presence she carries to every generation. Solid, blackened like a crucible the church is hardy for her task, though often in need of repair. Christians have confidence in both the gold and the crucible, but of a different order. 
The repair of Christian divisions in our own generation demonstrates the Spirit of truth leading into all truth including renewed clarity and certitude of faith, as in the Roman Catholic- Lutheran agreement on justification by grace through faith. Here the old divisions over whether your faith or your good works made you right with God seem to have been healed through the joint recovery of biblical teaching concerning God’s grace which both churches admit they strayed from in the past.

Holding certainty in the face of relativism goes hand in hand for Christians with respecting that which is good and true in other creeds as being of God. So the apostles who preached the risen Christ as unique Son of God and Saviour were also able to applaud the witness to him in the poetry of Greece (Acts 17v16-34). An exclusive loyalty to Jesus as the truth ideally goes hand in hand with an inclusive love for the world he seeks to enlighten building on all that is of him in other creeds.
To hold Christian certitude is to hold to God who establishes us...and that our sufficiency is of God (2 Corinthians 1v21, 3v5). God our Saviour…desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2v3-4). Even if sinful humanity in the church repeatedly falls short of serving this desire a divine power is yet at work within her and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it (Matthew 16v18b).
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