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The offence of Christianity is its certainty, writes Bishop Gavin Reid, If we were willing simply to settle for being an inward-looking group who held things dear among ourselves but let the rest of the world go about its business in its own set of ways, then we should not only be tolerated, we should probably be admired.

In a pluralistic society Christians so often follow the dictum better to be loving than to be right when it comes to the Lord’s command to make disciples from the nations. Memories of an earlier triumphalism fuel this infidelity.

C.S.Lewis wrote of how his childhood faith was obscured through the influence of his School Matron who was, he said, floundering in the mazes of Theosophy, Rosicrucianism, Spiritualism, the whole Anglo-American occultic tradition...little by little, she loosened the whole framework, blunted the sharp edges, of my belief...The whole thing became a matter of speculation: I was soon altering ‘I believe’ to ‘One does feel’.

Whilst Peter is recorded as saying in Acts 4:12 that Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we may be saved, his words are often heard as those of an enthusiasm now lost in the name of the lesser god of sweet reasonableness.

Holding together the certain claim of Christ with a respect for that which is good and noble and true in other Creeds is the challenge of our age, as it was indeed for that first age of the Church. The Apostles who preached the Risen Christ as Unique Son of God and Saviour were also able to applaud the witness to Him in the poetry of Greece (Acts 17:16-34).  St. John was ready to witness that the life that was the light of men... gives light to every man (John 1:4,9).

An exclusive loyalty to Jesus as the Truth can go hand in hand with an inclusive love for the world He seeks to liberate including all that is of Him in other Creeds.

In an era of privatisation Christians are seeing what they claim as public truth being reduced to what is private and true to them. The pluralistic society we live in can be seen as a threat. It is better seen, as the Apostles saw it, as providing richer and more varied resources for testing the sufficiency of Jesus Christ than have been available in the past.

Christian certainty is nothing eccentric or individualistic. It rests in a wide flowing stream that flows from the empty Tomb with the Spirit’s empowering and guarantee. It resounds with a ring of truth captured by the promise of the Lord to build His Church. It is God who establishes us... our sufficiency is of God 2 Cor 1:21, 3:5.

To grow more sure in Christian Faith is a matter of being devoted more and more to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer Acts 2:42 Above all it is about catching the fire of the Holy Spirit since no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit 1 Cor 12:3

If the humanity of the Church with all its fallibility and uncertainty lacks promise, the divinity of the Lord in her midst is not so lacking. We are the Body of Christ, One with Him who is Alpha and Omega. He will prevail and He will do so even through us.

