Getting the church’s priorities right
Imagine filling a large jar.

You could take a small handful of rocks and fill the jar – but there would still be space.

Having filled the jar with rocks you could pour pebbles around them and fill the jar again.

Then you could take sand and do the same.

Try doing this the other way around.  You’ll never be able to fit in the bigger things once you have filled the jar with the smaller items.

Here is a parable. We need to get the big things in life sorted before frittering our energies with the smaller things and then everything will fit in.

In the life of the church it is our relationship with the Lord and with each other that, like the rocks, must come first. The stones are the other things that matter like how we best serve our neighbourhoods.  Then comes the small stuff – like the sand and water – which we so often get immersed in – our buildings and social events, to the neglect of the bigger things.

If you put the sand and water into the jar first there will be no room for the rocks and stones.

The same goes for the life of the church. We need to be strategic – which means paying first attention to the things that are pivotal to spiritual well being. 

Strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:33).

