How to help your Church downsize

1. Respect privacy above all else

Be extremely zealous to respect privacy when it comes to any dealings with strangers in Church.

2. Be wary of confident believers

Keep your distance from those who seem sure of their faith and discourage their influence.  

Be always ready to raise the alert against perceived fundamentalism.

3. Spare your praises

Be very slow to praise your parish priest and ever fearful of patronising anyone by words of encouragement.

4. Keep your prayer life to yourself

Protect your prayer life from exposure to any external challenge.  Avoid bible reading, prayer groups, quiet days, retreats etc.

5. Make the Church the centre of your life

So fill your week with Church activities that you barely meet let alone influence non-Christians.

6. Never admit mistakes

It would be far too embarrassing and would undermine your standing as a Christian.

7. Go with the majority

Always go with majority opinion.  Suspect those who resist doing so as having their own 'agenda' or of lacking humility. 

8. Watch out for amateurs

Be extremely concerned for professionalism in Church life.  Be wary of the untidy, amateur looking realms like the healing ministry and self-display of any kind.

9. Always seek to bring comfort

Console those who get offended by preaching, teaching or pastoral counsel in case they take any perceived challenges too seriously to heart.

10. Never overrate your own spiritual responsibility 

There are plenty of people praying for the extension of God's kingdom and the growth of his Church.  Be humble - what difference would your prayer make?
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