HOW TO PRESERVE A JOYLESS CHURCH

1.
Be patient with nostalgia


The Holy Spirit can only be experienced in the present moment however much he has done in the past.




2.
Leave self-sufficiency unchallenged by the Gospel


As people get turned inside-out by encountering Christ it is hard to restrain the expansion of joy.




3.
Privatise spiritual experience


Individual encounters with God should be treated as such and not expected to affect or to build universal communion with the divine.




4.
Keep happy at all costs


Shield yourselves from imagining the Holy Spirit might involve himself in personal discomfort or that suffering could ever link to joy.




5.
Be over-concerned for your Church’s image


Pay more attention to putting on a good ‘front’ than on helping members be personally present to God, each other and the local community.




6.
Aim to fulfil all expectations of the Church


Avoid seeking how God might better direct the gifts and energies of his people and protect them from being overwhelmed.




7.
Suspect single-mindedness


An overarching desire for God’s Kingdom can be so out-of-this-world there is danger something of heaven will permeate the Church.




8.
Busy yourselves without space for reflection


Convince yourselves that the amount you do matters more than the spirit in which you do it.




9.
Entertain prophets of doom


Fearfulness about the future contradicts Christian faith and quenches the Holy Spirit.




10.
Neglect spiritual disciplines


Determination towards God and the consequent anointing in his Spirit is best undermined by neglecting prayer, the scriptures and the sacraments.
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