Marked by God – the wonder of Holy Baptism

Some time ago I had my fingerprints taken by a ‘Scenes of Crime Officer’. They were taken to eliminate my own prints from several found on Chalices returned after a break in at the church.

Do we need reminding that the existence of our fingerprints proves our unique identity? What is true in nature, though, is just as true in the realm of grace - God has a special love for men and women sealed with his seal, his Spirit in baptism.
Have you ever thought of yourself as a man or woman ‘marked’ by God?

In the traditional baptismal rite the priest traces the sign of the cross in holy oil upon the foreheads of the newly baptised to emphasise their ‘sealing’. In olden days a sealed document was one whose ownership was certain. Even today on the death of a Pope his seals are destroyed immediately so that no more documents can be issued on his behalf.

A seal is a sign of ownership. Just as a letter’s seal proves who has written it so the marking rite of baptism says who and whose we are. There are times when we need to stand with all our faith upon that reality.  Though every human being brought into the world has a unique value and dignity in God's sight there is a special revelation of that dignity in the sealing of baptism which raises us to the dignity of sons and daughters of God as members of the body of Christ. 
The seal of God we have in baptism has potential to break every other seal upon us, every depression or temptation that would lock us up. Our place is not to be locked up, bound, depressed, weighed down but aware of the glorious freedom pledged to us at our baptism.
Do we really accept the significance of being such ‘marked men and women’? A seal gives ownership. It also gives security. What greater security for than to know we are owned by a loving heavenly Father? Than to know that with God’s seal upon us, if we truly believe in its power, nothing else can ever lock us up or in or round about! 
The seal of God upon you breaks every other seal upon you – let us believe it!

Only too often in our church holy water is poured on heads without Christian teaching about the awesome nature of the rite. 
One of the greatest and most saintly of the Kings of France lived between the years 1214 and 1270, King Louis IXth. He wrote these words:

‘I think more of the place where I was baptised than of the Cathedral where I was crowned, for the dignity of a child of God which was bestowed upon me at baptism is greater than that of a ruler of a kingdom. The latter I shall lose at death, the other shall be my passport to everlasting glory’.

The rites that surround the font are more significant than a coronation in that they raise the candidates for baptism to a royal dignity in a royal kingdom, an eternal dignity in an eternal kingdom. Will that ‘seal’ go deep in their lives? Will it become the all-consuming truth that led King Louis to value it more than a kingly crown? If not it will just be a long-lost ceremony which gave a grace that was never claimed.

Imagine towards the end of a life of poverty discovering there was a bank account in your name that you could have accessed all through your life if only your parents had told you that you were given it? So it is with infant baptism or any baptism rite - the seal, the dignity, the riches are given but we must know it. 
Otherwise we are Christians in name not in fact.

