What about other religions?

Talk of God in religion

· Presumes eternal Being who is to us like creator to creature
· One who draws forth worship from human beings
· Two rival emphases: transcendent (beyond us) and immanent (within us)
· Revealed in both the events of nature – acts of God - and in the interpretation of history
· Different religions honour ministers associated with or particularly inspired by God
· Religions have sacred scripture held to have authority as revealing God’s being, will and purposes
· The teachings of the different scriptures for revelation are rival claims that cannot all be right

Relating Christian truth to other religions

Right from the beginning, holding loyalty to Jesus as the truth has not prevented Christians recognising what is true in other creeds as being also of him, since truth ultimately comes from the same divine source. 

The Anglican bishops assembled for their 1988 Lambeth Conference affirmed: ‘Anything that is “exclusively” true of the incarnate Lord, is true of one who is precisely the most “ inclusive” reality, the divine life rejoicing in itself and seeking to share itself’.

There is something about Jesus that transcends Christianity as a religion. This was acknowledged by Roman Catholic bishops at the Second Vatican Council (1962-5) in their declaration on non-Christian religions: ‘The Catholic Church rejects nothing which is true and holy in these religions. She looks with sincere respect upon those ways of conduct and of life, those rules and teachings which, though differing in many particulars from what she holds and sets forth, nevertheless often reflect a ray of that truth which enlightens all men. Indeed she proclaims and must ever proclaim Christ “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14v6), in whom men find the fullness of religious life, and in whom God has reconciled all things to Himself (cf 2 Cor 5v18-19).’

Spiritual convergence of religions

Christian worship in Prinknash Abbey described by the monk, Bede Griffiths (1906-1993):

‘Time and space were obliterated, and we were gathered into that eternal present, in which all things stand in their essential unity before God. This was the centre around which not only our own life but the life of the whole world moved. All the movements of the stars and the atoms, the course of biological evolution and of human history, all derived their meaning from this. For Christ is the Head not only of all mankind but of the whole physical universe; all things, in St. Paul’s words, are to be gathered to a head in him. When he assumed a human nature, he assumed the whole universe in a certain sense into himself. For by the incarnation the whole universe is brought into organic relation with Christ and raised to a new mode of existence in him...the creation was revealed for what it is, a symbol of the eternal reality manifested in time, a process of  “becoming” always moving towards its realisation in the order of absolute being, where each creature will participate according to its capacity in the divine glory.’ 

Monk and writer Thomas Merton (1915-1968) speaking to non-Christian religious adherents:

‘At the deepest level communication is not communication but communion. It is wordless. It is beyond words. It is beyond speech and it is beyond concept. Not that we discover a new unity. We discover an older unity. My dear brothers, we are already one. But we imagine that we are not. And what we have to recover is our original unity. What we have to be is what we are.’

Theologian Hans Kung (1928- ): 

‘There may be no peace among the nations before there is peace among the religions, and no peace among the religions without dialogue between the religions.’
