What did you go to St Alban’s to see?

Fr. John Twisleton writes with apologies to Matthew 11v7-19
As an old friend of St Alban’s, Holborn – I serve as Chichester diocesan mission & renewal adviser – and reader of Bourne Echo I came to evening Mass on 22nd June 2007.

What was it I came to see?

A concert? A wondrous Ecce Sacerdos, a Haydn Mass with orchestra, Monteverdi, Wagner – exuberant and joyful music with congregational singing to raise the roof. A concert, yes, but this was more than a concert!

A rally? Priests and people gathered to the Christian cause around their Archbishop in a difficult week for those with a Catholic vision for Anglicanism. A rally of faith, yes, but more than a rally!
A feast? God’s people in Holborn gathered to honour their patron and gain fresh energy for their mission. A lovely reunion of friends old and new gathered in festive gathering. This was a feast – with a splendid reception – but more than a feast!
A prophet? Was it the so-called ++Rowan effect that drew me to Mass that evening to hear from a holy man of my need to learn how to pray and how to die. I heard a prophet, yes, but this evening brought more than prophecy!
What was it I came to see?

A Saving Victim opening wide the gate of heaven to man below!

St Alban’s day 2006 brought the spiritual and the institutional together into the Offering of Jesus and made for me a window into the glory to come. 
In our struggles, personal and ecclesial, it was a pointing to the ‘joy that is set before us’ (Hebrews 12v2 quoted by ++Rowan).
Here was the church gathered into the Eucharist and happy…to be called to his supper. Like the cinema trailer here was ‘a preview of forthcoming attractions’. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, clergy, servers, choir, orchestra, congregation, welcomers and caterers – all were all instrumental, in bringing us a reminder of what is always true when Christians come together for Mass, the truth that we receive grace in anticipation of glory! 

Fr. Stanton’s tomb almost seemed to glow! 
The Catholic Faith is this…we worship (Athanasian Creed)
