Why do we share our Faith?  

Our mission officer, John Twisleton gives some thoughts to evangelism.

Why do we share our faith? 

Because of who we are – we are Christians, members of the body of Christ and so Jesus Christ is in our life.

You can’t share about Jesus unless you realise this and get yourself reminded regularly about it – which is why we pray, read the bible, come to church and keep our feasts.

In the Common Worship calendar the last day of May is set apart as the Feast of the Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth. 

When Jesus first came to earth he lived in Mary (Luke 1:35). Weeks after she became pregnant Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth. Even as she greeted her cousin, Elizabeth felt a touch of the Holy Spirit as Mary spoke, so that her own unborn son, John, leapt inside her. 

Overflowing faith

The words of Mary gained power from the depth of her being, where Christ dwelt. 

In the story of the Visitation which ends with her Magnificat song (Luke 1:46-55) we see an exuberant overflow of faith.

The Russian Icon of the Virgin of the Sign captures vividly the image of the Christian as Christ bearer so evident in Mary’s joy at her Visitation.

If Jesus is in our life we are like Mary joyous ‘Christ bearers’. 

We are gripped by a vision of truth, a purpose for living and a reason for dying. 

We hold inside us a boundless source of love lending us compassion in the face of human need. 

We gain enthusiasm, a spiritual power which serves to help us both in witnessing to the truth that is in Jesus and in demonstrating his love for the needy.

We share our faith because if Jesus is in your life it’s the way things go.

Putting truth into words

The truth that is in Jesus impels us to pray and work with him for God’s name to be hallowed, God’s kingdom to come and God’s will to be done. We catch from the Christ within an overarching and infectious sense of purpose for the transformation of the universe. 

We have to share about Jesus because he commanded we do so (Matthew 28:16-20) and his return and the consummation of all things is delayed until the news has been brought to all nations. And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come Matthew 24:14

Evangelism is inviting people to respond to God’s free and gracious invitation to be part of his great mission to bring all things to a good end. Robin Greenwood, Practising Community

The word of Christ indwells us so that we confess him as Saviour and Lord in word and deed.

Jesus is the truth to be told (Mother Teresa).

Witnessing love

The love of Christ within us leads us out of ourselves to belong to the Father and to enter his love for all that is, particularly his compassion for the needy. We gain the heart of him who desires to bring in other sheep, not of this fold (John 10:16), the heart of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:3-4). It is a heart that both draws to itself and is itself to be sought among the needy. I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself (John 12:32). Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me (Matthew 25:40). 

The paradox of our carrying Christ to others and yet meeting him there in the needy is at the centre of our Christian understanding of what is going on when we share with other people. All of this is mystery, a drawing into the weave of the interpersonal flow of the Trinity himself.  Archbishop Rowan Williams gives us a beautiful word picture of the Trinity as a divine process of eternal ‘giving place’...mutual outpouring and dispossession (where) space is made for (us) by the infinite humility and attentiveness of Christ Returning Pilgrims Santiago CCBI 1994.

Our own experience of this generosity of God is the key to why we share our faith. 

His power at work within us  

In Ephesians 3:14-20 the writer speaks of the indwelling Christ as grounding us with the whole church – that is with all the saints - in the fullness of his love with its breadth and length and height and depth. He goes on to speak of his associated power at work within us (which) is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.

This empowering of the Holy Spirit is essential to witnessing. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses. (Acts 1:8) It is vital for building up a loving, reconciled Christian community – itself essential for welcoming those who catch a vision of Christ - alongside the provision of word and sacrament.

This power of Christ within us also operates in a key resource for the spreading of faith: intercessory prayer. It is by prayer that we couple the powers of heaven to our helplessness ...the powers which can awaken those who sleep in sin and raise the dead, the power which can capture strongholds and make the impossible possible. (Hallesby)
To be effective in our commission to share our faith in Jesus we have an obligation to search out all that hinders our witness and quenches the empowering of his Spirit  - all unbelief, unforgiveness, self-seeking, insincerity and inconsistency of life. 
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We will share our faith the better the more we deepen awareness that Jesus lives in us as he lives in Mary. 

All our outward action is meant to flow from this source as he consecrates us in his truth, enfolds us in his love and empowers us by his Spirit to effect the advancement of God’s kingdom.

The Revd Dr John F Twisleton, Chichester Diocesan Mission & Renewal Adviser

The Virgin of the Sign taken from Dom Chautard The Soul of the Apostolate (1912) 

C:\MY DOCUMENTS\ARTICLES\WHY SHARE FAITH.DOC   Page 3

