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We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord runs the old song and we pray that all unity may one day be restored, and they’ll know we are Christians by our love. Now this sentiment receives practical equipment in the form of a new Roman Catholic handbook serving mission as well as the aim of making the partial communion existing between Christians grow towards full communion in truth and charity (Encyclical Ut Unum Sint).
Its author, Cardinal Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity is well known in England for his rich and robust contribution on the ecumenical aspect of consecrating women to the episcopate. The handbook derives from the 2004 commemorations of the 40th anniversary of the Vatican II decree on ecumenism which defined spiritual ecumenism as change of heart and holiness of life, along with public and private prayer for the unity of Christians…the soul of the ecumenical movement.
In just short of 100 pages there are reminders of common Christian heritage and of challenges linked to mission and renewal that the churches face together and can address practically together. Some of these are: biblical illiteracy among church members; documenting recent Christian martyrs; building up prayer in the Holy Spirit for personal renewal and deeper belonging to the church; serving chaplaincy in hospitals, prisons and refugee camps to bring Christ’s healing power to those in need; learning from mixed marriage families; ecumenical youth camps; producing joint programmes on radio, television, internet and other media and addressing interreligious dialogue together.

The handbook recognises with the 1964 ecumenism decree that holiness of life is the first healing ointment, given by the Holy Spirit, to be applied on the wounds of disunity. The handbook has a good amount of practical wisdom linked both to church renewal and joint outreach with its basis being the need to overcome polemics, recrimination and ideological polarization to build an effective mission partnership that serves and works towards the corporate reunion of Christ’s body on earth. 

