Affirming the Apostles’ Creed

Jim Packer 

Crossway Books 2008 ISBN 139781433502101 US$9.99 155pp

If the million-word-long Bible is life’s large-scale map the hundred-word Apostles’ Creed is the road map. Bible scholar Jim Packer offers an enthusiastic commentary on this road map described as the oldest, most beautiful succinct summary of Christian beliefs.

This North American paper back is excerpted from a larger work. It is addressed particularly to Evangelical Christians to encourage an expansion on their ABC approach to evangelism (All have sinned…Believe on the Lord…Confess Jesus Christ). Jim Packer sees such ignorance of Christianity even in America that he has been impelled to popularise the basic symbol of Christian faith as an instrument of evangelism for fear the ABC approach truncates the message.

18 rather than 12 articles are addressed giving scope for Packer to draw out the presentation of salvation through a particular stress on divine omnipotence, human free will and disobedience. The hope of Christ’s return is also emphasised. This is described as the “Cinderella of the Creed” as once the Holy Spirit (Ghost) was. 

The section on the holy catholic church cites a stronger divergence among Christians than many would admit. It affirms God’s infallible speaking through the Bible rather than through the institutional church. There are strong warnings against forms of idolatry as well as so-called spiritist phenomena.
The book ends on a rich note of affirmation echoing Bunyan’s Mr. Standfast. Jim Packer sees his joy in God and people as an anticipation of the world to come. He says his reach exceeds his grasp and affirms that in heaven no felt needs or longings will go unsatisfied.
This small book is as its title says an affirmation of the Apostles’ Creed. There is little argument with basic objections to Christian belief. Questions for thought and discussion after each short section help the reader respond along ABC lines to the person of Jesus Christ. The short sections make for an easily digestible read. 

