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The Director of the Ministry Division of the Archbishops' Council serves his Church well in providing this short book ideal for the untutored seeking to grasp the essence of ministry and ordination.  In 128 pages Kuhrt traces his subject through Scripture and the history of the Church with a welcome focus upon Jesus as model.

From the outset there is recognition that 'there have been confusions and misunderstandings about all four of these key ideas - the people of God, priesthood, ministry and spiritual gifts.' (p13)  This books brings much clarity into such confusions.  It does so mindful that 'the Church of England has sought to be both Catholic and Reformed.  At its best that does not mean a careless compromise, but rather a principled agenda to take what is right and best of those traditions and weave them together.' (p57-58)  The book clarifies the differences that exist over the nature of the ministerial priesthood as they have emerged, particularly over the issue of women's ordination.  There are welcome references to ecumenical documents such as the Lima Document on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry.

Ministerial priesthood is to be seen always in relation to the priesthood of Christ and that of the whole Church.  Such ministry of Christian leadership is 'over others but not superior to them.' (p41)  The priest's spiritual leadership must relate to those who also give a lead in areas where he or she may be quite incompetent e.g. Church planting, administration, healing.  Kuhrt provides biblical case studies of the emergence of such collaborative ministry.  More pragmatic factors affecting this development - the amount of work to be done, shortage of money - are also noted in his analysis.

The reader is made familiar with the contemporary workings of the Church of England and the criteria for the selection of ordinands.  There is a helpful three line distillation of how priests emerge - 'God gifts, God calls, God empowers'. Three major responsibilities are described - those of example, pastoral care and preaching and teaching.  

The book can probably be read with profit across the spectrum of Churchmanship, through its particular focus on leadership.  Those from the Catholic tradition might lament the failure to develop a vision of ministerial priesthood that is more 'ontological' and Christ-centred, linked to the centrality of the Eucharist as found in Michael Ramsey's 'The Christian Priest Today'.

'An Introduction to Christian Ministry' provides an easily digestible book suitable for passing around congregations to foster vocations and to clarify what ministry is all about.  Ambiguities and confusions are made as clear as they can be.  Kuhrt also provides realism about life as an ordained minister and the 'frailties' that can emerge - loneliness, prayerlessness, workaholism, marital problems etc.  There is good counsel here set within an overarching conviction that priests may be 'clay jars' but they are also 'treasures' of the Church (2 Cor 4:7).  It is an uplifting book full of sympathy for the ordained ministry with all its joys and sorrows.
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