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Written for church leaders in our post-modern context to help them in effective spiritual navigation.

There are no maps anymore – no well worn paths eh?

1. 
Jesus is the north star.  Seen in Scripture and Eucharist, together or just one-to-one?  I am a disciple of Jesus may sound better than "I am a Christian" but it's the corporate body that matters.

2. 
The Bible is our compass.  Didn't care for "the real successor to the apostles was not the episcopate but the New Testament" (P T Forsyth)! ‘A leader is a person with a magnet in his heart and a compass in his head’ (Howard Hendricks).
3. 
Tradition is the anchor: yet the living water is distinct from its containers.  "The gospel only retains its proper strangeness, its power to question us …. when we are faithful to its universal supranational, supranational, supracultural nature" (Lesslie Newbigin).  There is an implied issue of authority and corporate judgement about how we distinguish the universal and the contextual.  Faith and order matter.

4. 
Risk taking (walking the gangplank).  Church in Ohio has "Enter at your own risk" over the door!

5. 
Vibrations (listening for sonar) ie facilitating contemporary music.

6. 
Vision (seeing through scopes).  Importance of double vision/ring "The test of a first-class mind is the ability to hold two opposing ideas in the head at the same time and still be able to function" (F. Scott-Fitzgerald) p137-140 lists 25 "double rings" – vision is cross-grained holding the polarities together.  "A vision is about seeing in such a way and communicating what you see that other people come to life with new enthusiasm and resolve" (Sweet).

7. 
Sabbath rest (taking shore leave).  Recovering Ember Days of reflection.  We need alpha waves (8-12 cycles/sec) through daydreaming rather than beta waves (13-25 cycles/sec) in our brain which keep it talking, walking, working.  Releasing latent energy eg 1 gram of matter could lift 15 million people to the top of Mount Everest or supply 15,000 people with electricity for a year.
8. 
Communication (signalling with flags and semaphores).  Wet/liquid culture of interconnectedness via web.  We seek an education that makes people eager to learn.  "An education is not the filling of a pail, it is the lighting of a fire" (W B Yeats)  Storytelling is pivotal.
9. 
Collaboration and Team-work (valuing the crew) – to be a great leader, you must first be a great team player eg US Declaration of Independence far from being the product of one brilliant mind was a collaborative document.  The Authorised Version of the Bible "must be the only work of literary genius written by a committee" (P D James).  Inspiring successors is part of good leadership.  Fellowship of Christian Athletes 10 rules p204.
10. 
Creativity (using the gyroscope) – again linked to when "two or more opposites were conceived simultaneously, existing side by side – as equally valid, operative and true … in an apparent defiance of logic or physical possibility, the creative person consciously (embraced) antithetical elements and developed these into integrated entities and creations" (Richard Tanner Pascale Managing On The Edge; Albert Rothenberg The Emerging Goddess : the creative process in art, science, and other fields (University of Chicago Press 1979) eg Bohr's wave/particle, Mozart's music, Picasso.
p223 suggestions for enhancing personal creativity.

11. 
Intellectual capital (learning from the ship's log and library) "Leaders are readers".  "Post-modern power is best defined as access to resources, information and support, and the ability to rally co-operation.  The differences between power-driven knowledge and spirit-driven knowledge diminish the more power is decentralised, driven downward to the people and upward to God".  "Post-modern culture is information rich but wisdom poor.  Spiritual leaders must know how to wisdomize their ministries and missions".

111/3.
Intuition (feeling the wet finger) – St John of the Cross quoted: "To reach satisfaction in all desire its possession in nothing.  To come to possess all desire the possession of nothing".
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