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The church calendar rolls annually through the mysteries of incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection and Pentecost as a means of developing balanced devotion. At the centre of these seasons lies the Triduum - the three days – Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Day. For the first time an extensive theological work reflects and builds from the centre of this Christian centre – Holy Saturday. Historically this day is a day of transition. Liturgically it is a busy day of stripping and decorating churches, soon past as brief prelude to Easter. Alan Lewis helps his readers click the pause button on the play of events so as to illuminate from scripture and tradition the very heart of Christianity from a rich pondering of Holy Saturday.

It is a silent day that says all. God incarnate is interred. The space between Christ’s death and resurrection is a place from which we can ponder their necessary separation. On Easter Saturday there was no hint of resurrection at all and a memory of the awful finality of Calvary. Lewis turns to Barth and Moltmann for eloquent witness to death taken up into God, a God who is made fully vulnerable and who expects nothing of us that he will not take upon himself. Beware of Easter triumphalism, we are told. The sheer gratuitousness of Easter is only evident when the tragedy of Christ’s death and burial is owned. The resurrection is best pondered from the vantage point of Holy Saturday, a place easily inhabited by the doubting and inhibited intellect yet a place poised for the spontaneity and surprise ahead. The Risen Christ is not known to the flesh (intellect) but “according to the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 5:16). God, we are told in the central thesis of the book, is the one who knows how to die and knows that in accepting death there is life, and life only through accepting death.
Alan Lewis discovered he had what proved to be terminal cancer whilst completing this study. He writes powerfully of how the revelation of our immortal Maker’s dealing with mortality teaches us in turn to deal with it. The God who limits death also uses death to limit life. Obedient facing of our limitations is a forgotten ingredient of humanity that Christ brings to his disciples. This gift of obedience and consequent freedom is given alongside the gift of a drawing into relationship with the triune God and the company of believers. We do not die alone as Christians.
Between Cross and Resurrection is a work that richly informs from the Christian tradition. It shows how Christ’s burial is able to illuminate contemporary moral challenges as represented by Auschwitz, Hiroshima and Chernobyl and the call to church renewal in the face of denominational divisions. As a theological work it is affirmative of prayer, the key instrument for uprooting self-sufficiency. It presents baptism and eucharist as invitations from Christ to come with him to our own Holy Saturday burial of self and to grateful anticipation of the surprises of the Spirit that are his resurrection gift. 
