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Gospel music is both Christian and popular. It is one of those realms of overlap that are fertile ground for enriching both pop culture and the churches. Steve Smith's study is illustrated not only by pictures - this is a glossy book - but also by a CD with some powerful gospel songs.

British Black Gospel chronicles one of the few success stories of 20th century UK Christianity, the growth of the Black Churches. It is these churches and their resurgence that have vitalised the British Gospel movement.

This movement traces back to the American southern state and Caribbean slave plantations where African slaves developed European hymns into 'Negro Spirituals'. Another strand of development came via Thomas Dorsey, an African American who turned his back on 1930s Blues music to return to Christianity and helped fuse church music to the Blues. Dorsey coined the term Gospel to distinguish his songs from Spirituals.

From the Fisk Jubilee Singers who sang for Queen Victoria to today's London Community Choir Steve Smith chronicles the evolution of Gospel in Britain over the last century. There are interviews and anecdotes from composers and singers of Jamaican, Trinidadian, Guyanese and Barbadian origin. Church growth in the UK owes much to the West African megachurches in London which provide inspiration for many contemporary Gospel artists.  
The story of British Black Gospel is cradled in suffering, not least racial discrimination. It is a triumph of both the human spirit and the overcoming Holy Spirit. This history is an overdue celebration.

