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Sometimes you wonder if those who answer supposedly common objections to Christianity have their finger on the pulse of our detractors. Some apologetic work could be dismissed for answering questions no one is asking. Few Christian apologists are bold enough to take on secularist presuppositions head on though a few have crossed swords recently with Richard Dawkins in print and open debate.

This latest production under the IVP banner rattles swords around secularism but rather falls short of an onslaught upon it. It is nevertheless helpful in providing several lines to assist Christians in answering for the rationality of their belief. Amy Orr-Ewing of Zacharias Trust is well known in New Wine circles and married to a Peckham parish priest. There is amusing reference to a local gang dropping guns for knives as a naive expression of Christian faith! The book comes from rich pastoral experience and from an Evangelicalism that knows God for real and labours to invite readers into that saving knowledge.
Key words throughout the book are relational and experiential set under the title But is it real? A major theme is how so much of the argument for Christ is lost by the hypocrisy of Christians. Bertrand Russell is said to have been put of by their bleak moralism. Gandhi contrasted Christ with his followers. Voltaire cited the intolerance of Christians as inconsistent with the theory of Christianity. Amy Orr-Ewing naturally puts the other side noting how Freud himself lamented the failure of the psychoanalysis he had expected to change the world. Antony Flew’s book There is a God represents the eloquent testimony of a former atheist. 
A description by Richard Dawkins of God as petty and megalomaniacal among another fourteen negative epithets is engaged with, though Dawkins makes clear this is the way he sees God in the Old Testament and admits Christ tempers this. Dismissing a God that is your own misconstruction looks mischievous but is only natural, especially if believers project him so. Dawkins perhaps requires a fuller answer than this book gives to his case against God.

But is it real? is a good marshalling of quotations and authorities from right across the church, including Thomas Aquinas’ defence of hell as an infinite punishment proportional to an infinite God. It centres on the defence of the resurrection which, once accepted, provides a wholly new understanding of the way things are. The book starts by comparing religions, pointing to Buddhist flight from a personal God and Muslim reserve about the experience of God. These comparisons serve to highlight what is seen as desirable and distinctive about the God and Father of Jesus who is both relational and to be intimately experienced.
