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If you want a receipe for the church going the way of the world read it all here.  Is that an insult or a compliment?  In the sense that Michael Moynagh insists on less distancing and more imaginative engagement, a compliment.  In another sense, though, trying to downsize the mystery of the church to an 'it-must-fit-me world' rings alarm bells.

'Changing World, Changing Church' starts with a brilliant analysis of consumerism in western society.  People are no longer shopping 'off-the-peg' but seeking tailor-made items.  The demand that 'it must fit' links to a perceived right to be satisfied amidst a surfeit of consumer choice.  Whereby some would argue that allying the church with marketing panders to selfishness, others would want to join Moynagh in discerning servant ministries from the wisdom of the market.  We need to listen more carefully to people, encourage them to express themselves and enhance their individuality.  The engagement of Christianity with business and recreational networks as well as local communities is a case in point.

At the same time God cannot be customised, so the counter-cultural witness of the church remains faithful to scripture.  Strategies for the future are bound to affirm both emerging and traditional forms of the church.

'Changing World, Changing Church' traces a variety of hopeful developments: Soul Survivor for imaginative youth ministry, Willow Creek and its stress on 'issue based preaching', the Alpha Course as a catalyst for Seeker groups, the Minster model where large churches resource smaller ones etc.  Anglican deaneries are encouraged to establish 'Resources and Opportunities Funds' for innovative work.  A variety of experiments involving church gatherings are work or in shopping malls are outlined.

Michael Moynagh gives a prophecy about the shape of the church in Nottingham in 2020.  Congregations are described of teenagers, business people, football supporters, jazz fans etc. alongside a 'twenties and thirties congregation' of 2000, 'a megamagnet, drawing in many who are unchurched'.  From time to time large celebrations occur bringing everyone together – ‘one catholic style, another charismatic, a third teaching based and a fourth using Taizé music’.  Not much is said about the survival of parish churches.  There is much diversity and a rather optimistic 'live and let live'.

What would be the basis of cohesion of this emerging church?

As at Pentecost 'the unity of the church is based on the convert's oneness in Christ, not on smoothing over linguistic and cultural differences'.  The diverse special interest congregations are connected by the use of cheap, large, flat TV screens.

The question of unity may be more fundamental to the survival of the Church than any other.  Her disunity makes her an easy prey in any coming season of religious persecution. The ecumenism of the Spirit, of  'oneness' in Christ, described here will need supplementing by the task of forging doctrinal agreement if the diversity of the body of Christ is to recover its back bone.   Moynagh himself sees the admission by Christians 'that their knowledge is partial and their obedience inconsistent' as strengthening the authenticity of their witness. 

Might it not be the very distinctions of the church from the world with all its 'changes and chances' as the community of the resurrection that catches attention in a materialistic world?  It may be time 'for a church makeover, time to become a fresh church for an it-must-fit-me-world’ but that 'makeover' must be the work of God, something that does not always fit with worldly expectations.  As Prior Roger of Taizé once said 'when the church becomes a house of prayer the whole world will come running.'
