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Is it to be creation or evolution? The authority of scientific research or of the bible? If you live in both worlds like Dr. Alexander you are yourself an authority and a guide to these dilemmas. His guidance comes in a massive book that delves into the detail of evolutionary theory and provides a relatively mainstream Christian response to it. The writer’s passion for truth carries the reader along despite a great amount of detailed analysis and a dearth of summary sections.

Denis Alexander believes ‘the Bible is the inspired Word of God from cover to cover’ and also that ‘within the scientific community…the word ‘Christian’ is now often equated with the ideas of creationism or ID (Intelligent Design), making it that much harder to share the good news about Christ’.  In his book there is a clarification of the deepest issues at stake in the ‘creation-evolution’ debate and the presentation of an ‘evolutionary creationism’ that counters view expressed by contemporary atheists as well as hard-line creationists. 

If the 4.6 billion year history of the earth is crammed into a single day, the whole of recorded history is compressed into one fifth of the second before midnight, a blink of an eyelid. The existence of genes, chromosomes and DNA packaging, the idea of diversity, genomes, natural selection, speciation – all that is intrinsic to and argues for the acceptance of evolutionary theory is detailed. Though Alexander sets out five models for relating the story of Adam and Eve to evolutionary biology the literal interpretation associated with Archbishop Ussher which dated their coming into existence in 4004 BC is inevitably given short shrift. Rather evolution is affirmed as ‘the winner-takes-all mechanism… remarkably successful in helping humankind to fulfil the command given in Genesis 1:28’.
In Alexander’s evolutionary creationism God’s providential purposes and handiwork are to be discerned throughout the long evolutionary process. The bible and its God given supplement, nature, are to be taken together and not allowed to be rival interpreters. The idea of a God  invoked to fill the gaps of knowledge is rightly dismissed but the author, having criticised creationists, goes after atheists for similarly supporting their disbelief from such ‘gaps’. Evolutionary biology sees some sort of direction to the evolution of life which starts from the simple one cell organisms and moves through multicellular organisms to plants, reptiles then mammals climaxing in homininids. ‘Atheism-of-the-gaps’ makes interpretations of scientific data that build on occasional exceptions to what is seen as a growing scientific consensus on ‘the existence of an ordered, constrained, directional history of life’.
2009 is the double centenary of Charles Darwin’s birth and the sesquicentenary of his book The Origin of Species published in 1859. Many see the wane of Christian allegiance in Britain as stemming from the creation-evolution debate that began in those days and which continues to reveal a lack of intellectual rigour in Christian circles. This book will help those especially from the Evangelical tradition to recover the credibility of bible believing in the face of evolution. It needs supplementing by fresh engagement with the Catholic tradition. Writers like the priest geologist Teilhard de Chardin, Christian evolutionary mystic have helped draw the sting of the creation-evolution within Catholicism. For most Christians Alexander’s title Creation or Evolution – Do we have to choose? is a non-question and yet very many Christians are ill-equipped to explain why that is the case and to turn the argument around. It is well worth buying this book to arm your Christian witness to engage with the Darwin anniversary.

