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Muslims believe Jesus was rescued from earth before the crucifixion. They know their own prophet is dead. The perception that Islam gives priority to Jesus as ever alive was life and faith changing for Abdullah, a Muslim convert to Christ. His is one of several forceful testimonies in a book that centres on the evidence for the resurrection of Christ.

Another forceful witness is lawyer Charles Colson imprisoned for his part in the Watergate scandal. Having been party to that great cover up Colson is quoted about the vulnerability of covered up lies and the unlikelihood of anyone dying for them in the way the early Christians died for their risen Lord.

Daniel Clark fills over 200 pages engaging with what he sees as the pivotal issue for anyone commending Christianity. If the resurrection is true what happened in Jesus has God’s signature. Rejecting or neglecting the work of Jesus is therefore foolishness. 

The New Testament records are defended (minor factual disagreements lend a ring of truth), ancient authors like Josephus and Pliny are quoted and the arguments of historians and lawyers to date. There is less philosophical discussion than very helpful empirical examination of historical evidence and that of changed lives albeit with a Pauline bias. 

The writer sees Jesus more in Damascus Road terms than Emmaus Road terms. He brings the book to a conclusion with a challenge to the reader: are you dead or alive? There is an uneasy section indicating that those who are not born again are spiritually dead – here the evangelist takes over!

The resurrection can never be captured in prose. We need the anthems of Eastern Orthodoxy and the poetry of theologians. For Karl Rahner Jesus' resurrection was like the first eruption of a volcano, God's fire, burning in the innermost depths of reality, bringing everything to a holy glow in his light. A whole new creation with cosmic implications is revealed to us, something that pervades Christian liturgy on the Lord’s Day.
Daniel Clark has done a very useful service in assembling information geared among other things to counter the disinformation of the other Daniel (Brown)’s Da Vinci Code with its denial of Christ’s divinity. The graphics in the book keep your attention, like the one of a pack of card-like tomb stones in line with someone pushing at the first one labelled ‘resurrection’. If that truth falls, all the others in Christianity will most certainly collapse.
