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Reading this book is like drinking from a deep well – receiving the goodness of someone that has been around for a considerable time, seen a great deal and thought deeply and widely about sharing the Christian faith. 160 tightly packed pages of insights and wisdom and considered thought.

Finney offers an overview of evangelism with an emphasis on the developments of the mass rally style which was until the 1980's probably by far the most common perception of the way evangelism was done, and most likely by Billy Graham!

He argues cogently that we have narrowed down the Gospel message to a tight formula about sin and forgiveness, for example ABCD, while statistics show that only small number of people coming to faith state this as an important factor.

What I really liked was the Gospel which presented the whole work of the Trinity working in harmony and unison and also as a powerful symbol of symbiotic love in community.  That, Finney argues, is one of our most potent offerings to a culture that has so radically espoused the cult of the individual and personalized scale. Finney argues that Monasticism may offer some clues as to how best to be a Church community in the post-modern age.

In his consideration of modernism/post-modernism Finney explores the use of words and rational thought - so much loved by the modernist.  The presentation of the Gospel as a thing to be taught, the kerugma, and the Gospel as a thing to be proclaimed (by words!) the evangelion was probably an appropriate vehicle to a culture that had at least a residual notion of the Christian story. He suggests we need to rediscover and present a third idea of the Gospel, that of the mysterion which could address so much of the 'search for the spiritual' prevalent in today's culture.

Also very helpful was the consideration of Paul sermons, one at Antioch and the other at Athens. The case is clear but it is valuable to have some further insights drawn out. Basically that when presenting the 'Gospel' to those who do not know the Christian story you take a very different approach from telling the same Christian message to those who have at least some vague understanding of term used and concepts proffered. 

And it almost goes without saying that Finney offers a critique of 'nurture courses' both their values and their weaknesses.

For Missioners there is much that could be used and developed for both our own ministry and in helping others in the work of evangelism.

1. The concise historical overview about evangelism.

2. The need to consider different ways of presenting the Gospel to different culture - i.e. churched, open decurched, closed dechurched and unchurched.

3. The idea of community perhaps based on some simple monastic traditions.

4. The idea of the three fold nature of the Gospel, teaching, proclaiming and as mystery.

5. The tight structures and fixed formulas of so much modernist evangelism are challenged.

6. The expansive nature of the Trinity and the whole realm of salvation taken into a broader context than that of the forgiveness of personal sins and forgiveness.

Finney's book 'Finding Faith Today' radically altered many long held perceptions and gave teeth to 'process evangelism' which has in large measure become the way of evangelism in the UK.  I believe this book could also ruffle some feathers and knock off the perch a few birds that have held the roost for too long and left people seeking refreshment from cracked cisterns! 


Reviewed by Gordon Banks
