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Both evangelism and spirituality are somewhat uneven realms and this Archbishop’s Council Explorations study is something of an uneven book. It weaves together disparate research and reflection and points beyond itself to more coherent works by some of its authors, not least the handbook Equipping your church in a Spiritual Age. Nick Spencer’s research has been quite widely acclaimed and identifies some of the so-called big questions people are wrestling with in our society and people’s relative openness to the supernatural. The reflections on the research are not unpleasantly all over the place. They even reach Chichester diocese where our promotion of healing ministry wins praise from Rob Frost. In his attempt to bring cohesion to the volume Steve Croft concludes with a helpful description of what it means to be a listening church. Listening is necessary not only to gain wisdom ourselves and to gain the right to speak of Christ but also to be able to tailor what we speak of him to the spirituality of our culture.
