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Can a gay Roman Catholic theologian shed any light on the current Anglican debate on homosexuality?  Such were my thoughts in picking up James Alison's latest book which has a commendation from Rowan Williams.

It was a paragraph at the end of the book, that jumped out at me as a non-RC: 'any church which does not accept our teaching on birth control has no logical position at all from which to forbid gay sex.  Once you have accepted a rupture between the procreative and the unitive aspects of sex, the only barrier to complete acceptance of gay couples is prejudice.'  The quote is lifted from one of several cameos of gay culture that are shocking at different levels.  

The whole book is a godly plea for dialogue to replace what Alison calls fratricide in the debate about the moral legitimacy of homosexual acts.  What most impressed me about the openly gay writer was his recognition that the evil of resentment against the authority of the church in the gay community is as pernicious as homophobia itself.  He makes a courageous call for a move beyond such resentment so that somehow gay Christians can 'inscribe our lives into the biblical story'.  To this intent Alison introduces a number of biblical reflections which are highly imaginative and spiritually uplifting.

Is this a dangerous book?  In that it clearly contradicts the consensual Christian position on homosexual acts, it is not a book to give to someone struggling in that realm without a caveat.  At the same time no reader can fail to be impressed by the wit, candour and humility of James Alison and by his appeal for the dialogue on homosexuality to move forwards with generosity on both sides and with an eye to scripture.
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