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This seems to be a book with an exploding readership. Another Sussex priest commended it to me and I will not hesitate to commend it in turn. Like the best Christian books it works as a powerful reminder of something that regularly slips attention. Here it is the important role of prayer meetings in the growth of the church. 

Pastor Cymbala tells the story of the growth of his church in the roughest part of New York in compelling fashion. He commends preaching, encouraging bold witness, the need to love people and to be vulnerable. Above all he commends prayer, noting how Jesus only got ‘mad’ once in the Gospel and it was when he cleansed the Temple saying ‘my house shall be called a house of prayer’. 

The church today, like that in Laodicea, is lukewarm (Rev 3:15-17). If she admitted her need to hunger more for God and call more upon him the tide would turn for her. ‘God is attracted by weakness. He can’t resist those who humbly and honestly admit how desperately they need him.’ Cymbala tells of how drug addicts, transvestites and AIDS sufferers experience transformation as their needs are carried to God in costly intercession likened to the pain of child-birth. Fancy sermons, organisational polish, new ideas all have their place but nothing shifts people Christ-ward so much as hearts joined before God on their behalf. ‘My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you’ (Gal 4:19). 

The book challenges every preacher to call God’s people to intercession, not least by the evidence it assembles of changed lives and situations that relate to this ministry. Pastor Cymbala’s admission to his congregation of his own helplessness before the demands of his church and the needy people of Brooklyn is significant. It is the admission of weakness and need that pave the way to encountering God’s provision of new life and growth – in Sussex as much as in New York.

