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Whilst scratch marks on a cave wall are accepted as pointing to human intelligence how is it that faced with the 3.5 billion letter sequence of the human genome we balk at the evidence for divine intelligence?

The answer lies in a widely held deception that talk of divinity runs foul of scientific evidence. Scientists are competent in contrast with clerics who build on ignorance, putting God in the gaps left by science. 

No one could see the author of God’s Undertaker as incompetent. John Lennox is Reader in Mathematics at Oxford and Fellow in Mathematics and the Philosophy of Science at Green College.  Lennox has put pen to paper out of indignation at the light weight engagement of fellow scientists in theology. His grasp and use of logic provides an eloquent defence of belief in God in the face of scientific materialism showing that faith is built on knowledge not ignorance.
Einstein said the most incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it is comprehensible. His humility contrasts with the arrogance of Bertrand Russell who insisted what science cannot discover humankind cannot know. Lennox points out that such a statement is ironically metaphysical. It goes beyond the physical realm and so beyond the competence claimed. Richard Dawkins similarly rejects by implication not just God’s foot in the door but the door itself. There can be no supernatural realm if science cannot measure it.
Who says only theologians are dogmatic? Lennox pulls no punches in a book that is meat for Christian apologists and anyone who seeks more light upon the debate about science and Christian belief. Does matter come before mind or vice versa? Are we given minds not only to explore the world we inhabit but to understand the Mind that put us here? Is the ordered nature of the universe, its intelligibility and the fine tuning it must have to allow life and consciousness a pointer to chance, necessity or design? These are the big questions Lennox examines employing scientific authorities, believers and unbelievers.

One powerful analogy in the book comes from the Ford motor car. Could it be that some scientists get so carried away with the achievement of understanding a process they deny the necessity of a designer? This would be like claiming that since you yourself now understand the process of internal combustion you do not need a Mr. Ford to design the combustion engine in the first place. It is a category mistake that shows a materialistic world view held in fact by only a proportion of scientists.

God’s Undertaker marshals information from scientific research that supports belief in God, perhaps too much given the density of some passages. It makes a positive engagement with evolution theory, drawing out the marvels of knowledge previously possessed by God now evident to us and exciting praise of the Creator. The idea that faith flies in the face of the evidence is thoroughly contradicted.
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