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This is a resource book from experts in church planting who have developed strategic thinking and have many good ideas to share. The main theme is about recovering the sense of movement about Christianity and with it a renewed focus upon a world hungry for the Gospel.

Dwight Smith relates how God told him his church was not ‘a warehouse which exists for the sole purpose of filling it with people to listen to you talk’ but people called to be light to the nations. The book has many illustrations of how church growth links to the attaining of this outward looking focus, notably from protestant denominations in the Ukraine whose vitality is seen to be linked to their heart for the wellbeing of their nation.

Mission, in short, is about movement and mobilisation towards secular space and leadership is pivotal to this. Hierarchies need to give way to apostolic networks. The emphasis on being mission practitioners is further underlined by the practical M.A. Course in ‘Missional Leadership’ allied to the vision in this book. Such leaders are called to help nurture a passion and commitment towards the local community and to be skilled in discerning what God is doing or wanting to do there. It is more important to ask ‘how can I ignite a movement around here?’ than ‘ how do I grow my church?’

It is a very masculine, almost militaristic book with its inevitable focus upon strategy. As such it desperately needs a complementary emphasis on the feminine mystique traditionally associated with the church as contemplative bride of Christ. The contemplative, feminine principle intrinsic to the ‘givenness’ of the church is a vital spring for any effective spiritual movement. The absence of significant positive references to Catholicism or Orthodoxy is also telling.

Invading Secular Space is nevertheless an especially powerful reminder of the importance of mission strategy in our day. A key insight and repeated emphasis is upon the need for core church leaders to make time to prioritise the training of more leaders as part of any strategy for multiplying church membership. In this dynamic the small group or cell is shown to play a pivotal role in the maintaining of spiritual life and momentum for the growth and mission of the body of Christ as a whole.
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