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"Christianity's talent for shooting itself in the foot is nowhere better displayed than in its recent drive to demystify itself.  After all who goes to church to get reasonable?  Mystery is precisely what used to draw the crowds; no wonder the gates are down".  The contemporary Orthodox composer John Tavener is quoted with approval by Bishop John Finney, formerly Decade of Evangelism officer, in his recent book.  Where is evangelism post-decade?  It emerges as people encounter the mystery of Christ in worship more than in the tired verbal formulae of old.  It was John Finney's original research that reminded us that evangelism is relational.  People require a handful of positive encounters with Christians before they will commit to Christ.  He now follows on the same logic in this new book.  Not only should evangelists be shy of reducing the gospel to words outside of relationship, they should also be wary of reducing what is the mystery of God to a cold intellectual thesis.  As Tavener reminds us, a sizeable section of the Christian church has always seen the visible church itself as part of the Good News, her sacraments conveying mystery without apology.  Finney's conclusion is a sort of coming full circle, back to the mystery of faith from an oversimplifying evangelicalism.  "Left brain doctrinal modernism" needs balancing with "right brain experiential post-modernism" is his way of putting this.  At any rate Christianity is about sacraments and charisms as much as it is about words and doctrines.  Prophesying about the future Bishop Finney sees the monasticism that saved the church in another dark age as vital, something that a Pope who recently took the name Benedict would probably agree with.
