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"When I worship in English churches I detect in the congregations a remarkably high level of personal need, matched by a correspondingly low level of expectation".

Some would take this quote from the late American Christian leader as expressing the way things are and the challenge we have of building faith in Almighty God. 

John Wimber abandoned a musical career as one of the Righteous Brothers to become a Church leader. As someone so successful in life he brought to his Christian ministry a security and professionalism that helped constitute one of the most relaxed and powerful of charismatic leaders this century. Fourteen Christian leaders contribute to this testimonial to one described by David Watson probably in words many would echo, as 'a large, lovable, warm and gentle person…someone I feel I can really trust'. 

Wimber is frequently attacked for his emphasis on 'Power Evangelism'. Some accuse him of putting God's love at the service of his power rather than vice versa. The writers for the most part counter such impressions. Wimber recovers insights about the Kingdom of God true to Scripture but lost to an age and a Church whose faith expectancy is minimal. His 'Signs, Wonders and Church Growth' Course has been welcomed across all Christian traditions as the instrument of lifting the sights of faith to a God who wishes in Jesus to be known as Almighty God. The links between healing and evangelism are being recovered in the Church today through such teaching.

Charles Whitehead, the Roman Catholic contributor, applauds the breadth of Wimber's appeal across Church traditions: 'He's acceptable to many evangelicals because his teaching on the supernatural has a clear biblical base, and he encourages a rational, thinking approach. He's acceptable to charismatics because of his total commitment to the exercise of the supernatural power of God in the healing ministry. And he's acceptable to Catholics because of his emphasis on worship, his openness to the mystical and his desire for unity'.

The Methodist Graham Horsley praises Wimber's stress on the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit, who is more ready and able to touch lives outside the Church than our faith is many a time able to grasp. His teaching ministry has helped build confidence and assurance in the faith among Christians and also increased faith that those outside the Church can come to believe. The teaching of John Wimber always gives incentive to pray and to be open to gifts of faith for the salvation of unbelievers.

Those like myself who have attended his meetings will testify to the 'naturally supernatural' feel of his ministry. As a worship leader John Wimber helped us relax in God's presence and open up to His power in such a way that laughter and tears could flow together. When people fell down under what came to be known as the 'Toronto Blessing' Wimber was the first to stress that it was not how people fell that mattered so much as how they got up and what fruit such empowering brought into their lives.
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