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I read 'Outposts of the Faith' appropriately around Remembrance tide.  In his Preface Michael Yelton says his chronicle of the effect of Anglocatholicism on rural parishes might cause one 'to reflect on the effort which was put in by some for little lasting result'.

It is a nostalgic volume full of the remembrance of colourful, eccentric, holy and arrogant priests who set out the stall of Anglo-Catholicism in a selection of English villages. The index will be first port of call for many readers. Otherwise the ten chapters are quite a slog, with so much detail of local architecture, liturgical innovation and associated personalities.

As an Anglo-Catholic priest just starting in a country church there was encouragement, but only just! Village churches, which often accommodate nowadays all non-Roman Christians, are often stony ground for Anglo-Catholicism. The stories of Anglican priests and their eccentricities remind of the serious flaw of clericalism within the Catholic movement. Lay empowerment does occur, bringing growth, but only with secure, connected priestly leadership. Michael Yelton has found such growth but it is patchy as the pessimism of his Preface indicates.

Meanwhile the stories of Maurice Child, Samuel Gurney, Walter Hum, Athelstan Riley and others bring some inspiration. Those in the Catholic movement of Anglicanism who call their Church back towards the big picture of the church she loses in her parochialism should always be worth hearing and following wherever they minister.

