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It is good to have the occasional reminder that acts have consequences down to the smallest kindnesses or unkindnesses. Sometimes we meet people late in our life whose vocations were partly forged by a small encouragement we gave them in the flower of youth.

More Ramblings of a Parish Priest is such a reminder from an Anglican priest who spent most of his long ministry in the Diocese of Guyana rising to be Cathedral Dean and inspiring many with an energetic and selfless ministry. He speaks of how on occasion priests see the fruit of their ministry in lives evidently set on course by the Holy Spirit
South Londoner Derek Goodrich was ordained in St Paul’s Cathedral in 1953 just before the Coronation to serve his title at St Andrew, Willesden Green. It was a deanery service that was to change the course of his own life, a service addressed by the charismatic Alan John Knight, Archbishop of the West Indies, through whom Fr Derek was led to commit himself to serve in Guyana with the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.

Derek’s Ramblings tell the story of 43 years missionary service in the former British Guiana where today he has been nationally honoured as a Guyanese for outstanding service. He became Dean of the highest wooden Cathedral in the world which witnessed the emancipation of slavery in 1834. So many slaves flocked into the original Cathedral to thank God for their freedom that a cracking noise was heard from timbers strained by their influx. The legacy of the colonial exploitation continues in the political turmoil of Guyana today, ‘one land of six peoples united and free’. 
Any Church of England people who encounter the Diocese of Guyana have a major cultural shock and the most positive shock is the enhanced church attendance, even if it does not always split the seams of the buildings! When you read Derek Goodrich you become aware of how his priesthood has served thousands to good whereas we who soldier on in the Church of England teach but hundreds directly in our post-Christian culture.
‘Just before I retired I did some Maths and reckoned that I baptised over three thousand, presented three thousand eight hundred for Confirmation, married some nine hundred and fifty couples, conducted nine hundred funerals, celebrated Mass on fifteen thousand occasions, and, horror of horrors gave over ten thousand sermons and addresses. How much suffering I have caused!’ 
Ramblings records in passing a faithful teaching ministry that reaches as widely as any priest could achieve in a lifetime. Fr Derek records many amusing incidents including this from a confirmation class: ‘I was put in my place one day when in response to the question ‘What are the three Orders of the Sacred Ministry?’ I received the reply ‘Stand up, let us pray, be quiet’! Out of the mouths of...!’ Praised for the perfect timing he achieved at a great open-air Solemn Evensong Derek reflects: ‘I have always been a stickler for time, even in an unpunctual society. That I suspect was why the Confession in the West Indies Prayer Book was never transferred to the start of the Mass; otherwise some people would never arrive in time to make their confession!’
The book is of special interest to Guyanese but it is also an eloquent witness to the servant power of the priesthood and to how individuals get taken out of their own designs to be used by God for his designs.

The Revd Dr John Twisleton, Rector of St Giles, Horsted Keynes, West Sussex, UK
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