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Do we need yet another translation of the New Testament?  Perhaps a version that will grip us afresh and facilitate engagement with the text?  A version that is scholarly but inspirational?  The Jesuit scholar, Nicholas King seems to have done the trick.
Those approaching the core Christian document through Fr King’s translation and commentary will be invited again and again to engage with the risen Lord Jesus who inspires it.  Those with Greek grown rusty since theological college will be rightly shaken off. What more topical Greek word to be reminded of, for example, than Matthew’s repeated use of “oligopist” – person of little faith?  Those who preach will find this book an asset. Whilst preparing a sermon on the healing of the man born blind I obtained from the comment paragraph on John 9 no less than five blindnesses to frame my sermon.
There is plenty of humour:  ‘Steady on, Paul; there are ladies present’ prefaces the commentary on Romans 1.  Humour – and reverence, especially where a New Testament writer seems a shade illogical.  ‘Breathe the air of the letter, rather than unpick the logical steps of the argument’, we are advised on 1 John.

It is quite a heavy book with 657 pages, partly because the layout is spacious and accessible.  Fr. King’s commentary is italicized and indented from the scripture text. There are some striking headings:  ‘Jesus’ terrible friends’ (Luke 15:1-32) ‘Only Christ matters’ (Philippians 1:18-26), ‘The heavenly liturgy’ (Revelation 19).

This translation will be familiar to those brought up on the Revised Standard Version, often said to be particularly faithful to the Greek original construction. There are nevertheless startling features: the use at times of the historic present (‘he says’ for ‘he said’) and the attention catching ‘look!’ rather than ‘behold’.  I found myself much at home in the translation and greatly enriched by the comments which unpack the meaning in a succinct manner, usually leaving the reader with a question to engage with.  
Nicholas King writes in his introduction that the importance of the New Testament is in ‘the life that lurks beneath the text… accessible only to those who are prepared to open themselves to what these 27 documents are saying, the encounter with the God who never ceases to address us, and with Jesus whom God sent and raised from the dead’.  In producing this interactive translation the author has provided just such an opening for his readers, an invitation to the encounter and dialogue that Christianity is all about.
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