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As the Church of England is poised to consecrate women bishops those of us with traditionalist vision feel the axe over our heads. One way of dealing with the crisis is the therapy of writing your autobiography. This can be a vanity but for Trevor Vaughan the story has sufficient humour and self-mockery to make it valuable to this reader at least.

Nowt! A Ministry of Nothing! is a formidable title which picks up the rejection of those like Trevor whose allegiance to the Catholic Faith as the Church of England has received it. In his case it has compounded the ostracism of his family that occurred when he welcomed God's call to be a priest.

You sense the fighter all the way through the forty year chronicle peppered with stories that made me laugh out loud several times. It also disturbed me since I know and love Settle Church where he fell out with a powerful lady who was kind to me but not so kind to others it seems.

The life narrative concludes with sections of funny stories about weddings, funerals and so on. This section is a raconteur or preacher's quarry. My favourite story was that of Bishop Frere being stranded by bad weather after a confirmation in a Cornish vicarage. As he was going down the dark landing to the bathroom the Bishop got a hefty smack around the head from the vicar's wife saying 'That'll teach you to invite the Bishop when we've nothing in the house'!

Nowt! similarly does not pull it's punches when it comes to parish life. It can be hard hitting but it keeps humour to the end leaving the reader to decide whether the author is, in his own words, 'earthly fraud or holy fool'.
The Revd Dr John Twisleton, Rector of St Giles, Horsted Keynes	10th  November 2010  
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