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Some things in life cannot be tied down rationally.  God is one such thing and so is much of quantum physics.  In a digestible 100 pages John Polkinghorne ponders similarities in the truth seeking of theologians and quantum physicists.  Contrary to popular perception the revelation of truth in physics relies on the subjective imagination of the scientist as well as the objective truth awaiting discovery.  Similarly theological pursuit of truth, especially in Christianity, relies on stubborn historical research as well as philosophical speculation.

Most useful in this book are summary presentations of the truth of the resurrection, the divinity of Christ and the Trinity made by a clear mind well formed in Christian faith over many years.

There are analogies such as the elements of surprise in both fields.  Superconductivity in metals at low temperatures breaks Ohm’s law of electrical resistance as surely as Christ’s resurrection breaks the universal law of mortality.  The moral in truth seeking is a healthy distrust of the popular axiom that what usually happens is what always happens.

Polkinghorne is very good at presenting the boundaries of scientific and theological explanation.  Apophatic theology, which witnesses God’s otherness, qualifies one pursuit of truth as surely as Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle limits the other.

On Christian basics Polkinghorne is clear and sure.  Only an understanding of Jesus that sees in him not only full humanity, but also the fullness of the divine life itself, offers a prospect of meeting adequately the demands made by the New Testament witness to him.

In his summary of evidence for Christ’s resurrection he notes the enigmatic rather than triumphalistic tone of the Easter accounts, how in any made-up tale the difficulty about recognising Jesus would not have emerged and also the remarkable role of women as witnesses that would not have served credibility in a constructed tale.

Polkinghorne’s defence of Christ’s divinity beyond the evidencing of the resurrection draws on synoptic gospel texts including the words of institution at the Eucharist which he says are either extraordinary self-centred, or they are the truth of the matter.   He also marshals Bishop John Robinson’s observation that the gospels ascribe to Jesus no consciousness of sin or guilt.
The book concludes by linking quantum physics’ search for integration through so-called super string theory to Trinitarian theology leaving the reader wiser about physics, theology and the process of engaging human imagination with experienced reality.
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