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Sharon Swain and Biddi Kings provide a compact three-term 24 session discipleship course. The resource is literally compact – a CD including visuals and handouts stuck in the back sees to that. 

Reach Out seeks to move new and old Christians forward, deepening their sense of calling and belonging. Rooted in the scriptures each session has a mandatory activity designed to ‘allow everybody to join in whatever their level of education or experience, allowing people to work together in a non-competitive way.’ 

Reach Out is a resource that it notably inclusive, seeking to build a sense of team ministry and to teach through interaction with scripture, personal experience and perception of contemporary Church and society. Christian calling is interpreted in a missionary sense: ‘we are called into a relationship with God so that we can relay the message to others’. There is a strong emphasis on personal experience of God coupled to occasional reference to the Church’s liturgy. If references to the wisdom of the Christian centuries are few there are 165 references in the scripture index.

The authors provide a course that will develop lay leadership. Its implementation is said to require enabling skills more than teaching skills.

Reach Out is a compact resource well worth unpacking to serve a year of parish renewal and recovery of outward momentum from the Spirit.
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