John Finney: Recovering the Past
Bishop Finney sets out the challenge of postmodernism with its ‘deep distrust of ‘meta-narratives' rejecting such overarching belief systems including the scientific world view of modernism, its philosophy ‘Tesco ergo sum' - ‘I shop therefore I am' (Graham Cray). The individualism of the Enlightenment represented by Thatcherism is giving way to ‘communitarianism' and instead of ignoring emotions and relationships, people are now almost obsessively ‘getting in touch with their feelings'. The excessive dependence on the rational is giving way to a dangerous surrender to the irrational, as can be seen by the growth of fundamentalism and much New Age thinking (p 76).

The Churches face a real difficulty bucking the sociological trend which has seen all organisations relying upon regular participation experiencing a drop in numbers eg. British Legion, WI, Trades Unions. In contrast causes that require commitment without regular attendance have grown a lot - National Trust, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.

The ‘New Evangelism' is defined as representing a shift from the Damascus to the Emmaus Road as model of faith pilgrimage even though a sizeable minority in Finney's survey - 31% - could name the day on which they ‘found Christ'. Doctrine is less important nowadays than Spirituality - ‘if you try homeopathy and you think that it is helpful to you, you will be disposed to accept the philosophy that lies behind it. Experience leads to doctrine - not the other way round' p42.

People's ‘search for God starts from strength rather than weakness. Their agenda does not stem from a want but from a willingness to question' p44

‘It can be argued that the Benedictine Rule cannot be mission-centred: time and time again down the centuries communities have been established with an evangelistic aim, but within a couple of generations they have become institutionalised and introverted' p63 . Some would claim by contrast that the Rule of Benedict helped carry the faith and Christian civilization through the Dark Ages and that the Church of England with its settled presence all over the land is highly Benedictine. Mission is linked to presence and staying power as well as dynamic movement.

‘The old missionary urge had gone and the settled parochial system had arrived...The Celts saw movement as the essence of the gospel...Today's Church often wants mission without movement..' p66 ‘The Celts looked after people: the Romans looked after an area...' Yet in practice the parish system is about people.‘There is a tendency today to overemphasise the differences between Celtic and Roman theology, often so that the writers can impose their own preferences upon the reader' p118 - a comment relevant to some parts of this generally helpful book.
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