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If there is no God, the authors admit, ‘the fact that we have now mobilized many tens of thousands of people to sacrifice their sleep and talk to a wall in the middle of the night is the sum total of stupidity.’ If there is a God the history of his church in Sussex at the dawn of the Third Christian Millennium will have a bright chapter indeed through the mobilizing of 24-7 Prayer from Chichester across the world from Communist China to Washington DC. 
Pete Greig’s story is disarming in its blend of suffering with extraordinary supernatural intervention. It has disarmed thousands of young people who have come along since 1999 ‘for the ride rather than the results’ and to be part of ‘a story of friendship and dreams’ which recovers the vision for uninterrupted prayer from Christian tradition, notably that of Von Zinzendorf and the eighteenth century Moravians.
When Spurgeon wrote ‘pray until you can really pray’ he captured the essence of what is occurring as young and old across the world lock themselves away in prayer rooms for hours and whole nights to engage with Almighty God on their own behalf and on behalf of those they pray for. The most searching of questions they say they face is ‘will we allow the things that break God’s heart to break our hearts too?’ 

Those responding to this challenge are bridging the ravine between a hurting generation and a healing God, a generation unwilling to be preached at but more than ready to be prayed for. They do so traveling light ‘with a bit of church unity, a venue and some funding’ yet establishing continual intercession at the heart of needy communities.
Red Moon Rising is a title deliberately echoing the prophecy of Joel for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The 24-7 Prayer vision is inseparable from this Pentecostal vision ‘Come, Holy Spirit’ and yet it claims with justice to turn the tables on historic Pentecostalism. ‘Could it be that the Holy Spirit is weary of attending our meetings and hungers for his presence at his?... Maybe…the fullness of God awaits us in the streets and clubs and pubs. But will we hear the Holy Spirit saying ‘Come, holy people’? 

It is such prophetic insight that is helping the vision for uninterrupted prayer to catch on across the whole Christian tradition, Catholic and Evangelical, Pentecostal and Radical, as in the ecumenical year of prayer in Sussex during 2004 and many other movements towards uninterrupted prayer across Britain and right around the world.
