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Walter Brueggemann was professor of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary, from where he retired in the early 2000s.[image: image1.jpg]


 He is an academic with a pastoral heart that comes to play in this fine volume geared to help people use both minds and hearts to read the Bible.
It is a ‘how to’ book with some provocative studies of Genesis 50, Psalm 44, Isaiah 43, Jeremiah 5 and Habakkuk 3. These encourage examination of the rhetoric of the passages, identification of key words and theological themes so as to open up what God may be saying in today’s context. Brueggemann encourages the reader to build from the plain sense assisted as necessary by what he calls secondary sources: concordances, commentaries and bible dictionaries.

He sees Scripture as subversive, literally providing a sub-version or redescription of reality that subverts dominant readings of reality.  This subversion best occurs when readers escape the two tyrannies of mindless fundamentalism and rationalistic reductionism, ‘the tyranny of the academy’.  Brueggemannn also warns of two temptations that besiege bible readers: privatization and politicization. 

Bible reading according to the author takes courage and imagination to range beyond the guidelines of dogma and the reasoning of scholars. As we move from the words studies to thinking and uttering our own words from them the Holy Spirit comes to make such words ‘like a burning fire’ (Jeremiah 5.14). 

This is a ‘you can do it’ book from someone who has dedicated his life to scripture and wants to serve the opening up of the bible to help build fervent Christian disciples.
