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‘Without vision the people perish’ wrote the author of Proverbs.  So often Christians all but perish through loss of rationale in a materialistic society.  Here is a book that is something of a tonic, particularly for overwhelmed priests.  It is a powerful statement of the counter-cultural aspect of Christianity which owes a lot to the legacy of Karl Barth. The authorise discern the modern Church as becoming ‘one more consumer-orientated organisation, existing to encourage individual fulfilment rather than being a crucible to engender individual conversion to the Body.’  So often ‘in leaning over to speak to the modern world, we (have) fallen in.’  By recovering a sense of her existing today ‘as resident aliens, an adventurous colony in a society of unbelief’ the Church will recover faithfulness to Jesus Christ who is ‘the supreme act of divine intrusion into the world’s settled arrangements’.

‘Resident Aliens’ offers encouragement particularly to priests and pastors who are disheartened.  So often such disheartening links to exhaustion at being made available to people of unbounded need.  A recovery of the theological rationale of ministry, seeing the need to always offer help ‘in the name of Jesus’, relates pastoral ministry to a wider and empowering perspective.

‘If Christendom is still alive and well, then the primary task of the pastor is to help us with our aches and pains (using the latest self-help therapies, of course) to challenge us to use our innate talents and abilities.  But if we live as a colony of resident aliens within a hostile environment, which, in the most subtle but deadly of ways, corrupts and co-opts us as Christians, then the pastor is called to help us gather the resources we need to be the colony of God’s righteousness.’

Hauerhas and Willimon set forth an adventurous Christianity which orients the Church to God and makes sense of the ethical demands of the faith in so doing.  It is an accompanied  journey  in which laity and clergy collaborate, the pastor’s role being primarily to point forwards and upwards.  ‘Resident Aliens’ sees our main challenge as the Church being, far from helping Christians adapt to the world as it is, to promote an agenda which helps people survive distinctively as Christians.

This book is an excellent resource for examining conscience in terms of how much it is Christ or the world that informs and forms us.

