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Eric Kemp knew a man who knew a man who knew a lady who saw King Charles II exercising his spaniels on a visit to Oxford! Here is a book that takes you back, amuses you, helps you understand Christian tradition positively and kindles a love of the Church of England. I picked it up expecting the ecclesiastical tittle-tattle of clerical autobiography and, despite Jeremy Haselock’s being no doubt well employed to colour the original draft, was disappointed of any gross revelation! Bishop Kemp is too loyal for that. Instead we are treated to almost 300 pages spanning most of a century of church history and the picture of a man, a priest, a bishop with critical loyalty to a great institution: ‘The Church of England can be very trying to its members at times but it offers faith with great freedom’ he writes. The tension of holding to revealed faith whilst being open to the Spirit runs through the book as it does through the current ecclesiological debates. 
Here is a penitent architect of synodical government who regrets that measures concerning doctrine and worship are debated in Anglican synods without more weighting towards the theological formation and input of the clergy. If Christian freedom is inseparable from good order in the church, for Bishop Kemp this freedom has been diminished by the ordination of women without consensus. Nevertheless he hopes to remain an Anglican to his dying day as one unconvinced by other catholic traditions and valuing the heritage he has been part of as scholar, Oxford College Chaplain, Dean of Worcester and Bishop of Chichester (1974-2001). 
Those for whom Eric Kemp seems diehard traditionalist will find some surprises as they did when he started as Dean at Worcester. ‘I don’t like these new forms of service and the new Dean preached a very left-wing sermon’ some one said. On the issue of the Church of South India’s catholicity and the Anglican-Methodist covenant proposals Kemp was fiercely challenged by his anglocatholic colleagues. Such challenges, he says, could be at times put through somewhat exaggerated arguments that irritated rather than persuaded opponents. 
Raised in Lincolnshire and a great devotee of the saintly Bishop King of Lincoln, Eric Kemp tried to follow his school of humility in a pastoral approach to ministry. One evidence of this in the book is his friendships with those of an Evangelical tradition which implicitly recognise that his own Catholic faith is but a part of the Anglican scene.
The twins baptized Cherubim and Seraphim because ‘they continually did cry’ (Te Deum), the Bishop’s wife who would send a verger to stop her husband’s rambling preaching, the ladies who crowded the pulpit a St Bartholomew, Brighton on Easter Day as if it were a box at the opera, the practice of bumping dead bishops’ coffins against the high altar at Chartres to say farewell…there are many amusing anecdotes that light up a serious book which, as the cover says, is  essential reading for anyone with a care and concern for the Church of England its recent history and future direction.
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