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Christianity is about something which has happened that has universal implications. In this scholarly yet accessible book this happening is unpacked and its implications for justice, spirituality, relationships and beauty are unfolded. Its core is the presentation of Jesus Christ by a seasoned biblical scholar well aware as pastor of the landscape of contemporary culture. Bishop Tom sees Jesus as the place where heaven and earth meet and God’s future comes into the present moment to engage with the cry for justice, hunger for spirituality, eagerness for relationship and yearning for beauty.
Simply Christian sets Christianity alongside other world views and theologies in a pretty matter of fact way. Three theological options are examined. Pantheism in which God and the world are seen as one, deism where they are seen apart and Christianity which sees the divine and human overlapping. Tom Wright claims pantheism leaves us where we are as such a divinity is in no way beyond us. In deism God and the world are strictly apart making divinity largely irrelevant. In Jesus God explodes into the world to put his rescue operation into effect and help a broken world turn the corner into his possibilities.

As a scholar and leader sympathetic to the Evangelical tradition Bishop Wright goes out of his way to address what he calls the book God breathed and the issue of literal versus metaphorical interpretation of scripture. If he steers away from literalism it is with the clear conviction that scripture has implications for people’s concrete circumstances beyond the non-concrete resourcing of their spirituality. The book quotes at length scripture texts that affirm traditional sexual ethics. There is relatively little treatment of the doctrine of the church nor of the Christian tradition of moral reasoning beyond the exegesis of scripture.
To be a Christian is to celebrate God’s gift in Jesus. This is less about our souls being snatched up into heaven than about the New Jerusalem that comes down (Revelation 21v3). Christians look to the reappearing of Jesus now present hidden behind that invisible veil that keeps heaven and earth apart, and which we pierce in those moments such as prayer, the sacraments, the reading of scripture and our work with the poor, where the veil seems particularly thin. As Tom Wright powerfully concludes: one day that veil will be lifted; earth and heaven will be one; Jesus will be personally present, and every knee shall bow at his name; creation will be renewed; the dead will be raised; and God’s new world will at last be in place. This is indeed a vision that can be called simply - and awesomely - Christian.
