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[image: Sin by Hugh Connolly]If your relationship with God is growing so should be your sense of sin which is one draw to picking up this book devoted to sin. Other draws are finding ways through the morbid perceptions of Christianity and, for preachers, helping people move forwards spiritually through fresh engagement with the ministry of Christian reconciliation.

Hugh Connolly, Roman Catholic moral theologian, assembles a historical perspective on sin going back to the ancients then forwards through Old and New Testaments and the Christian experience of twenty centuries. In this study there is a careful steer between sin as acts and attitude, the need for introspection and for finding oneself in the outpouring of love, personal and structural sin and the balance between law and grace.

The book gives space to the contemporary scene where psychology claims to have a rival analysis of human failings. We are rightly warned that such a determinist view affronts personal dignity. To take responsibility for one's sins - rather than explain them away - is to demonstrate the exalted status of oneself as a transcendent being open to a transcendent and loving God.

Facing up to sin is part of a dynamic of entering in solidarity with the church and cosmos into what God intends and into a right minded humanity. If sin is a falling short facing up to it is a road forwards through the gift of forgiveness available to all who seek the love of God in Jesus Christ.

Fr Connolly's research puts into our hands a comprehensive and ecumenical study that opens up new lines to those who seek ever truer penitence undeceived by the world, the flesh and the devil. As a read it is more scholarly and balanced than provocative and gripping but no less useful for that. Finding one's sins is as much a matter of fact process as it is inspirational, just as conversion is in practice a sustained process that goes beyond the illuminative event.

The Revd Dr John F Twisleton, Rector of St Giles, Horsted Keynes			13 May 2011 
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