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If you believe a prime working of God at this time is the formation of believers who make prayer their heartbeat rather than a thing they sometimes do as Christians 24-7 will ring bells with you.

Since Pete Greig and his youthful companions opened the first 24-7 prayer room in the shadow of Chichester Cathedral in 1999 a movement of continuous prayer contagious with Christian joy has spread all over the world linked by the world-wide web on www.24-7prayer.com. 

24-7 prayer is evidently something taught through being caught. It can never be just another ‘diary thing’ but something passionate linking to concern for the needy and most of all those who lack purpose for living in a culture estranged from Christianity. As we read in the vision statement: 24-7 prayer exists to transform the world through a movement of Christ-centred and mission-minded prayer.

What is it all about in practice? A local church or group of churches feel led to pray continually for perhaps a week or weekend in connection with a local need. They choose a room or chapel accessible day and night with a kettle and toilets and decorate it as the Spirit leads them. In the weeks before the chosen date the local churches are brought on board with the venture through teaching and testimony. After a graphic launch an on-call team backs up around 30 people who commit to praying for one hour a day for say a week, mainly on their own but some of them maybe in pairs. Among resources that might be provided are music CDs, video clips, slides or pictures to help focus on prayer needs, candles, icons etc.

If a billion Muslims are praying 5 times a day is it asking too much for local churches to occasionally raise up 30 Christians to pray for an hour a day? The manual gives a powerful reminder of how unremarkable prayer vigils have been throughout the history of the church, even if the call to prayer 24-7 represents might sound over enthusiastic to many in the church today.

The spread of 24-7 over the church and the world from its Chichester base is a reminder of how contagious passionate, deep commitment to prayer can be. The stories of how spiritual momentum gathers in communities focussed regularly upon the Lord in uninterrrupted prayer are deeply encouraging and will hopefully draw more of our churches to experience for themselves the power of united, persistent prayer.
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