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How do you write something that could help people in a post-Christian culture get intrigued by something of the wonder of Christianity? Or for that matter excite committed Christians with new aspects of something as familiar as the Christmas celebration?
Archbishops’ Missioner Steven Croft seems to have worked the trick in an appealing story set in the run up to Christmas. With shades of Narnia and Harry Potter the heroes step out of time to make friends in another world. Through them their imagination is fired to consider the freeing of captives, forgiveness, the overcoming of death and their own inadequacies. Meanwhile as days run to Christmas in the story frayed relationships are attended to as people get a touch of inner transformation as the good news of Christ becomes real to them.
At one level it is an engaging story of a family in which members struggle with divided loyalties, unexpected pregnancy, children falling out with their teachers and granddad’s health crisis. At another level it is a fantasy but if you know the riches of the bible and Christian tradition the fantasy is recognised as out of this world in the profoundest of senses. The Advent Calendar is a powerful reminder of Christian basics which puts Mary central in weaving the joys and sorrows of life with those of her Son.

Like Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code it has a good story line moving forward through pursuit of codes. Unlike Da Vinci Code it woos its readers for and not against Christianity. The Archbishops are fortunate to have a mission officer capable of a deep, thoughtful ‘sell’ through his evident skills as a writer and novelist.  
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