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“Might atheism be a delusion about God?” is the cheeky last line of the McGraths’ slim volume engaging with Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion.  There is similar flamboyance in the book’s strap line: atheist fundamentalism and the denial of the divine.  Compared with The God Delusion itself The Dawkins Delusion has a humbler tone, though Alister cannot resist telling us of the atheist whose faith crumbled at one of his own lectures.

The McGraths engage selectively but forcefully: scientific method is important but falls down before questions of meaning; Dawkins’ focus on religion is propositional and weak on experience; whatever world view you hold you can do good or bad; religious have internal means of reform and renewal; whatever Dawkins writes the persistence of belief in God is telling; is there more evidence for God than Dawkins’ unseen “memes” or viruses of the mind?
The McGraths’ aim for English sweet reasonableness, even taking a swipe at Intelligent Design (what is more basic is the explicability of the universe and how you explain that).  The shrillest section responds to Dawkins’ portrait of Jesus, friend of sinners, as “in-group leader”, one of his many subjective judgements contested in this booklet which should be read after reading Dawkins and not instead of doing so.
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