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This autobiography of a woman of God traces almost forty years of faith pilgrimage including the foundation of Ashburnham and the Servants with Jesus of Bexhill. Eileen Wheeler who now serves as Curate in Horsham traces a pilgrimage which has at its heart the yearning and prayer for spiritual revival in Sussex being underlined in both counties through the 2004 ecumenical year of prayer. In 1969 Eileen felt called from her headship at Bexhill Girls Grammar School into a full-time roving ministry of prayer and the word across East Sussex which led into a vision for the ecumenical community of women we know as SWJ (Servants with Jesus) founded in 1971. 
It is a faith story timely in its ecumenical vision and excitement about Christian diversity and the need for Christian traditions to flow and connect together more. ‘I have come increasingly to believe that Catholic, Evangelical and Pentecostal insights need to be equally balanced for the Kingdom life of God’s people to be fully operational and effective…There is a great urgency for Christian leaders to pray regularly with other leaders in their immediate locality…if unity and understanding are to be achieved’ p172f. Such unity Eileen has been led to see as being essential to the greater aim of advancing the Christian Faith throughout the world. This latter is the principal aim of the Sisters, who constitute a fellowship of women married, single, divorced and widowed united in the prayer and yearning for revival in Sussex.

The God who speaks is a testimony to just the same – God as someone who offers us intimacy in Jesus Christ, who empowers us supernaturally by his Spirit and fills our hearts with yearning for God’s kingdom and will to be established around us. It is a strong witness to the mission and ministry of women which is complementing the historic male leadership in the church. As a Sussex story it is a powerful reminder that God is still at work seeking the humble of heart, granting them his vision confidence against the odds and advancing his cause through many surprises of the Holy Spirit.
