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Some books really are spiritual dynamite. This is one of them in its power to explode complacency and negativity about the future of Christian evangelisation. It is a ‘spiritual blockbuster’ from the underground church of China. If it challenges our complacency in the west it is only because thousands there are now emulating the heroic witness of the hundreds of western missionaries who gave their lives over a thousand years to plant the church in China. They sowed gospel seed but it is only now that the harvest is beginning, so that hundreds of Chinese missionaries are even now taking the gospel back west on foot to Jerusalem challenging Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu cultures on their way with the unique claims of Jesus Christ.

The story of Brother Yun shows how Christianity has become a movement again on the other side of the world. It is a movement that can pray, fast, love and suffer for the truth’s sake. Fifty years of persecution have prepared a church that travels light to everything other than holiness and the readiness to lay down everything for the sake of those who are living without personal knowledge of Christ. It is a movement of such apostolic vitality that it is has actually started spreading out of China itself. 

Yun’s story is written in blood and tears chronicling two cruel imprisonment’s (1983-88 and 1991-3) and one after his escape from China in Burma during 2001. It starts in the Cultural Revolution of 1974 when 16 year old Yun and his family are led in desperation to pray to Jesus for his father to be healed from cancer. That healing is one of many extraordinary answers to prayer in the book, which must rank with books like The Cross and the Switchblade and Chasing the Dragon in its supernatural vision. What is particularly compelling is the way divine intervention occurs again and again after people have been humiliated and reduced by circumstances, which are then dramatically turned on their head. This brings praise to God and dramatic growth to his church. The book is as exciting as any adventure story, with its miraculous healings, prison escapes and the greater wonder of mass conversion of lives to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour - all happening in these days on the other side of the world.

‘The gospel grows through hardship and will spread throughout the world. The truth will enter everyone’s heart. Truth is always truth. Nothing and no one can change that. It will always conquer’. This uncompromising word of faith from Brother Yun captures the spiritual force of the book. Only by reading The Heavenly Man can a judgement be made on that conviction about Jesus Christ and the integrity of an exiled author whose testimony has written support from the house church leadership of tens of million Chinese Christians. 

Yun’s recent flight from China has brought him into direct contact with the wider church and he senses something is missing there. If the Holy Spirit can turn the Chinese church inside out in sacrificial service The Heavenly Man lights hope that he can do the same for us. The reader is left in no doubt about God’s desire to loosen our selfish attachments, release more of our energies into prayer and worship, open our minds to scripture and equip us with new boldness to witness for Christ so that the harvest of transformed lives seen in China can extend into our own nation.
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