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[image: ]Helping people learn the story of Jesus is all the more important now the sphere of Christian education is so much reduced. For committed Christians also there is an ongoing task to enter that story more fully.  The Iconic Jesus presents that story in 42 pictures and associated commentaries. The beautifully reproduced icons have a particular force of communication since they draw on up to 1500 years of spiritual wisdom in the way they depict the events. The iconographers paint under a spiritual discipline which forbids self expression other than in obedience to age old Christian traditions for representing the incidents in question. 
The author Sister Wendy Beckett has assembled the story of Jesus in icons with a commentary text that invites contemplation of the Saviour through this visual medium. It is a gracious invitation to marry with the spiritual discipline of the iconographers and be ‘taken out of our own world as we contemplate, and (be) drawn into this holy world, where God is free to love us as He desires’. Sister Wendy, who makes very occasional appearances on television as an art critic, lives as a contemplative nun within the grounds of a Carmelite Monastery so the book is enriched by its drawing on her day by day work of prayer.  
The Revd Dr John F Twisleton, Rector of St Giles, Horsted Keynes	1st July 2011 
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