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Anglo-Papalism is a section of Anglo-Catholicism, itself a section of Anglicanism which is a section of Christianity. The Benedictines of Pershore, Nashdom of Elmore are historic champions of this section of Anglicanism but they have had an influence that is far from narrow or sectional. Petà Dunstan’s history traces Anglican Benedictine life through its heroes and their struggles with the established church over a century to this day.

The story of Nashdom is the story of charismatic, sometimes flamboyant leaders who give their all to an ecumenical vision of the Anglican church as a true branch of the catholic church with a homing instinct for Papal oversight.  Reading The Labour of Obedience is a reminder of how sadly alien that instinct has been to much of the Church of England.  
It is a good story tinged with irony and sadness. The vision for Latin worship in baroque splendour that sustained the early years was wrong footed as the great church of the west largely abandoned Latin and baroque for vernacular simplicity in the wake of the 1962-5 Vatican Council. Anglo-Papalism that had stood against a more moderate Anglo-Catholicism saw Pope Paul VI making reforms endorsing aspects of the Anglican reformation. 
The Labour of Obedience charts the rise and fall of a community that now has a conventual prior rather than an abbot. The history is set against the backcloth of an erosion of Christian commitment in our land which has contributed to a severe decline of professions to the religious life. Petà Dunstan points out that though Elmore’s monks are now few the external oblature of the community numbers several hundred indicating the wider impact of the monastic community. 
Although I have been an occasional visitor to the community my own priestly vocation was inspired by a Nashdom oblate as well as a priest who served at All Saints, Margaret Street under the saintly Dom Bernard Clements, famous for his radio talks. My liturgical vision, like many Anglo-Catholics, is in debt to Dom Gregory Dix’s The Shape of the Liturgy. Despite its eccentrics Anglo-Papalism is a prophetic and bridge building stream within Christianity that has a force about it that relates both to confidence about what the church is all about and to robust spirituality. 

Pascal said the silent beauty of a holy life is the most powerful influence in the world. The Labour of Obedience charts such a powerful influence towards wholehearted Christian commitment that goes beyond the pages of this study.
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