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Where do we get more ammunition to counter the new aggressive tide of atheist publications? From America? Until picking up Tim Keller I had tended to doubt that American Christian apologetics would be of any use to me as so much of it seems to be as aggressive and mindless as the atheists! 

I am grateful to the friend who gave me The Reason for God believing it would do my intellectual grasp of Christianity good. It did. As the cover says ‘Keller mines material from literary classics, philosophy, anthropology and a multitude of other disciplines to make an intellectually compelling case for God’. I found it a refreshing read, drawing on some wells that I have not found before, and from a pastoral context. Not many pastors can write at such intellectual depth whilst presiding over a large growing inner city church.

Drawing enormously on C.S.Lewis – the book is something of a refresher of Lewis’ main apologetics lines – Keller sets forth a metaphysical priority. ‘If you have a God great and transcendent enough to be mad at because he hasn’t stopped evil and suffering in the world, …you have….a God great and transcendent enough to have good reasons for allowing it to continue that you can’t know... you can’t have it both ways’. In Lewis words, ‘Heaven, once attained, will work backwards and turn…agony into a glory’. The whole dynamic of Christian endeavour for justice is related by Tim Keller to an out of this world hope brought by a God yearning for his creation to ‘step into his joy’. 

Keller attempts a middle way between relativists and rationalists, those who deny absolute truth and those who want it in their pockets. He is quite successful in calling the bluff of those whose ‘confidence we can control the physical environment has spilled over so we now think we can control the metaphysical realm as well. It seems to our minds unfair, therefore, that we should determine that it is all right to have sex outside marriage and later discover that there is a God who is going to punish us for that’. If Christianity is a strait jacket, as some say, it is no more so than the harnessing of energies in a concert pianist determined to excel who must spend much of her time in practice. The commandments of God are liberating restrictions helping us excel as we become what we are means to become.

N.T. Wright is brought in to fight the corner of the resurrection, seen as the keystone of Christian apologetics. Belief that there is nothing after death is shown up as the main source of demoralisation for humanity in our age. ‘Why sacrifice for the needs of others if in the end nothing we do will make any difference? If the resurrection of Jesus happened, however, that means there’s infinite hope and reason to pour ourselves out for the needs of the world’.
The book throws out a number of provocative lines useful in discussion. Would the civil rights movement have emerged from secular belief in the goodness of human nature rather than conviction of the sinfulness of human hearts? Doesn’t evolution, a helpful scientific tool in the form of natural selection, become a problem when adopted as an all-encompassing philosophy? If the New Testament were made up why didn’t the authors get Jesus to rule on the circumcision of Christians rather than say nothing about the issue that so divided his followers? As I read The Reason for God I found myself storing these and other lines for my next interrogation in the gym or the pub about whether what I have given my life for has reason to it.
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